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BLACKNESS
Static-laced AMradi o nessage

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
5. 4. 3. 2. 1.

ATOM C EXPLCSI ON
NEWS ARCH VE FOOTAGE

Newsr eel footage and report of the atom c bonb dropped on
Hi r oshi ma

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The first atom c bonb was dropped on
Hi roshi ma, Japan at 8:15 on the
nmor ni ng of August 6, 1945.

SECOND ATOM C BOVB EXPLOSI ON

Conti nued news footage of the atom c bonb dropped on Nagasak
on August 9, 1945.

ANNOUNCER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Three days later, a second atom c
bl ast destroyed the city of Nagasaki .
It is estimated that nore than 284, 000
people were killed as a result of
the two bl asts.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY OF W SCONSI N, MADI SON CLASSROOM - - FALL
1988

Inadimy |it classroom a college class is watching news
archive reports of the atom c bonbs dropped on Japan.

ANGLE ON MARI A KNAPP

MARI A KNAPP (21), short, petite, is trying to concentrate on
t he news footage.

ANGLE ON LEE THOVAS

LEE THOVAS (22), average height, is concentrating on watching
Mar i a.

The archived reports end.
FULL SHOT CLASSROOM

Prof essor Leonard Ganbrell (40), long early 70's style hair,
teaches this class.

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL
Li ghts pl ease.



The lights cone on.

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL ( CONT' D)
Now, as you know, the Cold War began
shortly after the end of World \ar
2, as the United States and the new
Sovi et Uni on enbarked upon a dangerous
race, an arns race. This race would

never be run. It was a race where
there could be no wi nners, only
| osers.

MARI A KNAPP

Pr of essor Ganbrel |l ?

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL
Yes, Mari a.

MARI A KNAPP
Is it true that between the Sovi et
Union and the United States, we have
enough nucl ear weapons to bl ow up
t he whol e planet 500 tines or nore?

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL
Well, Maria, according to the | atest
public reports, the Soviets have
about 37,000 nucl ear warheads. The
United States has about 24,000. So,
put together, yes, |I'd say that was
a fair statenent.

MARI A KNAPP
(sarcastically)
Makes me feel safe with President
Jelly Bean in charge.

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL

Vell, he'll only be in office another
few nonths. His tine is up in
January.

EXT. UW MADI SON LECTURE HALL -- SUNNY AFTERNOON

Surrounded by other students also | eaving the building, Muria
i s wal king out the doors of the lecture hall. Distracted

for a nonent by the

SOUND of a low flying Al RPLANE over head.

Maria bunps into Lee Lee in the crowd of students.

MARI A KNAPP LEE THOVAS
Ch, excuse ne. Ch, excuse ne.
MARI A KNAPP LEE THOVAS

" msorry. Are you okay?



MARI A KNAPP

Oh, yes, I'mfine.
LEE THOVAS

You certainly are. H, |I'mLee.
MARI A KNAPP

Mar i a.

The crowd of students dissipates. Maria and Lee begin to
wal k t oget her.

LEE THOVAS
| saw you in class.

MARI A KNAPP
Prof essor Ganbrell's poli sci class?

LEE THOVAS
United States and the Col d War.
Yep. So what do you think?

MARI A KNAPP
About ?

LEE THOVAS
About the Cold War and the United
States. And what was that remark
about "President Jelly Bean?" Don't
you | i ke Reagan?

MARI A KNAPP
Movi e actor turned President?
don't think so. Besides, everyone
knows he's just an old man pl ayi ng
another role. His advisors have to
tell himwhat to do.

LEE THOVAS
Ww. | guess you are from Madi son
t hen?

MARI A KNAPP
St ought on.

LEE THOVAS

Cl ose enough.

MARI A KNAPP
So where are you fronf

LEE THOVAS
Alittle town way up in the sticks.
Probably never heard of it. Sayner.
It's a big tourist area in the sumrer.
Qur big claimto fane is that the
snowmobi |l e was i nvented there.



MARI A KNAPP
| think I mght have heard of it.
Don't they have sone sort of big
out door sporting event or sonething
up there every year?

The two stop wal king, and stand beneath the shade of a |arge
tree.

LEE THOVAS
Yeah, lots of 'em Fishing
tournanents, ice fishing contests,
snowmobil e races. |If you can do it
outdoors, you can do it in Sayner.

MARI A KNAPP
Sounds |ike you're an outdoorsey
ki nd of guy.

LEE THOVAS

GQuess it just worked out that way.
When you grow up surrounded by

sonet hing, you can't help but absorb
t he nuances of your environnent.

MARI A KNAPP
Well, | guess | should be getting
back to nmy dorm [I'll see you in

cl ass Wednesday?

LEE THOVAS
See you in class then.

Maria begins to wal k away.

MARI A KNAPP
Ckay. Bye.

Lee | eans against the tree, just watching Maria wal k awnay.
I NT. POLI SCI CLASSROOM -- 2 DAYS LATER

Prof essor Ganbrell plays another archived news clip for the
cl ass.

RONALD REAGAN
"CGeneral Secretary Gorbachev, if you
seek peace, if you seek prosperity
for the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, if you seek liberalization:
Come here to this gate!
M . Gorbachev, open this gate!
M. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"



PROFESSOR GAMBRELL
Now, does anyone think that sinple
message | ast year nade any inpact at
all in the Kremin? Anyone?

An awkward monent of silence in the classroom

Finally one LIBERAL STUDENT (of nondescript ethnic background,
but definitely not Caucasian) speaks up (wth no trace of
any accent in his voice)

LI BERAL STUDENT
He was just delivering another |ine
sonebody wote for him

Anot her nonent, while that observation sinks in.

LEE THOVAS
| disagree. | think President Reagan
really neant it.

LI BERAL STUDENT
You think that old fool even knew
what he was sayi ng?

LEE THOVAS
Not only did he know what he was
sayi ng, he knew that saying that
line, at the Brandenburg Gate, woul d
al so show the Germans Anerica stands
by our word.

LI BERAL STUDENT
(di sm ssive)
Bl ah, bl ah, bl ah

LEE THOVAS
Why do you think the Iranians |et
t he hostages go the very day President
Reagan was sworn in?

LI BERAL STUDENT
Because CGeorge Bush nmade a secret
trip to ensure they'd hold the
hostages until after the el ection.

LEE THOVAS
They | et the hostages go because
t hey knew President Reagan woul dn't
stand for Americans to be held as
host ages. He knew, you can't
negotiate with terrorists.

PROFESSOR GAMBRELL
Ckay, guys. Let's get back to the
Cold War. Now in 1978 ...



EXT. UW MADI SON LECTURE HALL -- LATER

The afternoon crowd of students is stream ng out of the
building. Lee is stormng out, an angry | ook on his face.

Maria comes out a second later, trying to catch Lee.

MARI A KNAPP
Lee? Leel Wit!

Lee | ooks back and sees Maria chasing after him He stops.

LEE THOVAS
H Mari a.

Maria catches up, and the two of them begin to wal k again.

MARI A KNAPP
What's wrong?

LEE THOVAS
Oh, that damm jerk in class.

MARI A KNAPP
Who, Rick?

LEE THOVAS

Is that his nane?

MARI A KNAPP
Yes, Rick Dean. He's president of
t he student body, you know.

LEE THOVAS
He's a liberal idiot. Dam guy
doesn't know the first thing about
international politics.

MARI A KNAPP
| take it you |like Reagan?

LEE THOVAS
|"mproud to call himny President.

MARI A KNAPP
So you're voting for Bush this year?

LEE THOVAS
Don't tell nme an intelligent girl
i ke you is voting for Dukakis?

MARI A KNAPP
VWhat's wong w th Dukakis?

LEE THOVAS
(1 aughs)
Ch, Maria, we have to talKk.



SHORT MONTAGE OF MARI A & LEE GETTI NG TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER

- sitting under a tree together

- wal king along the | ake shore

- sharing a picnic

- riding in a row boat on a |lake (Lee rowing, Maria sitting
In the back of the boat, facing hinm

EXT. BEACH -- N GHT

Maria is laying in Lee's arns, on a |large bl anket, watching
stars in the nighttinme sky.

LEE THOVAS
|"m surprised we can actually see
the Big D pper tonight, even with
all these city lights.

MARI A KNAPP
The constellation, right?

LEE THOVAS
Yeah. And if you follow the pattern
al ong the handl e

He traces the path of a horizontal |ine across the nighttine
sky with his finger

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
You can find the North Star.

MARI A KNAPP
Hmm ni ce handl e.
LEE THOVAS
WI1l you be serious for a mnute.
MARI A KNAPP
(demurel y)

" mvery serious.

Lee | ooks directly at Maria. She smles at him and gives
hi ma naughty, flirtatious giggle.

MARI A KNAPP ( CONT' D)
Hee hee hee.

They enbrace. They kiss. And they begin to caress and fondl e
one anot her.

LATER

They lay there, wapped in the blanket, and in one another's
arns.



MARI A KNAPP
Lee, there's sonething I have to
tell you.

LEE THOVAS
Sounds seri ous.
MARI A KNAPP
Lee, |I've been accepted into the
student exchange program for next
senester. |I'mgoing to Paris.
LEE THOVAS

Paris? Paris? Wy Paris? Wat's
in Paris?

MARI A KNAPP
|'ve wanted to see Paris since | was
alittle girl. 1t's such a romantic
city.

LEE THOVAS

Romantic city. And you're going
al one, w thout ne.

MARI A KNAPP
Lee, it won't be like that.

LEE THOVAS
| won't be there.

MARI A KNAPP
Lee, please don't do this.

LEE THOVAS
And just how am | supposed to react
to this?

MARI A KNAPP
Be happy for ne.

LEE THOVAS
|"m happy. I'mthrilled. Wat | am
is an idiot. | thought you cared
for ne.

MARI A KNAPP
| do.

LEE THOVAS

And now you're off to Paris, the
city of romance.

MARI A KNAPP
You could cone with ne.



LEE THOVAS

Maria, we'll never have Paris.
MARI A KNAPP
VWll, | won't have to | eave for

anot her three nont hs.
Lee ponders that thought for a nonent.

LEE THOVAS
Thr ee nont hs, huh?

They ki ss.
| NT. CH CAGO O HARE Al RPORT -- JANUARY, 1989 - MORN NG

At the international ticket counter, Maria is waiting in
line. Liberal student Rick Dean is just behind her. Rick
notices Maria frombehind. He takes a lingering glance at
her behind, then strikes up a conversation.

Rl CK DEAN
H Mari a.

MARI A KNAPP
Ri ck. What are you doing here?

Rl CK DEAN
|'moff to Czechosl ovakia for a
senester or two.

MARI A KNAPP
| didn't know you were in the student
exchange program

Rl CK DEAN
|"'mnot. 1'mgoing on ny own, to
study abroad, at Prague's Czech
Techni cal University.

MARI A KNAPP
Why Czechosl ovaki a?

Rl CK DEAN
My G andfather came froma town called
Kladno. It's a little west of Prague,
fromwhat | could tell by |ooking at
a map.

MARI A KNAPP
You do know this flight is going to
Pari s.

Rl CK DEAN
| know. | have to change pl anes 2

nore tines to get there.



10.

MARI A KNAPP

Have you ever been overseas before?
Rl CK DEAN

Ch, yes. | have an uncle who is a

diplomat in Berlin. M famly usually
goes over there every few years or
So.

MARI A KNAPP
|'ve always wanted to travel to Paris.
It seens |like such a romantic city.

Rl CK DEAN
It's pretty cool. W got to go there
when | was 18.

MARI A KNAPP
Cool .

The RESERVATI ON TI CKET AGENT (29) finishes with the CUSTOVER
in front of Maria. The Custoner | eaves.

RESERVATI ON AGENT
Next .

Maria finally gets to the counter. Rick keeps his eye on
Maria, watching her, a m schievous | ook on his face.

MARI A KNAPP
H. One please, to Paris. There
shoul d be a reservation under Knapp,

Mari a.

RESERVATI ON AGENT
Can | see sone identification, please?

Mari e produces her ID for the agent.

RESERVATI ON AGENT ( CONT' D)
There you are, Mss Knapp. You're
all set.

The agent hands Maria her paperwork, tickets, boarding passes.

RESERVATI ON AGENT ( CONT' D)
Here is your boarding pass. And
here are your tickets for your
baggage. If you could, please set
t hem up through this opening.
Thank you. Have a nice flight.

Maria struggles with a very heavy overfilled bag. Rick junps
to offer her a friendly hel ping hand.

Rl CK DEAN
Here, let me help with that.



11.

Ri ck hefts her bag through the baggage opening in the counter.

MARI A KNAPP
Thanks R ck. See you on board.
Rl CK DEAN
Okay. 1'Il be along in a few m nutes.

Ri ck watches, as Maria wal ks toward the boardi ng area.

RESERVATI ON AGENT
Next .

Rick turns to the ticket agent.

Rl CK DEAN
s the seat next to her still
avai | abl e?

EXT. BRANDENBURG GATE, CGERMANY -- AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 11,
1989

News footage of crowds helping to attack and tear down the
Berlin Wall. One of the people in the brief inmages sort of
resenbl es Rick Dean.

EXT. SECRET SOVI ET NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT COWPLEX, KI EV,
UKRAI NE -- DAY, NOVEMBER, 1989

Meanwhi | e, over in the Ukraine, an aging secret weapons pl ant
i s badly disguised as the Pol ytechniche Engineering Institute
of the Wkraine. |It's a dilapidated conplex, Suffering from

| ack of Soviet funding, very little maintenance, and an
uncertain future.

A long line of exhaust spew ng Russian Lada and Vol ga
autonobiles arrive, ferrying in the next shift of technicians.
The enpl oyees park their cars and head into the conplex, al
attired in their white | ab coats and hard hats.

| NT. SOVI ET NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT COMPLEX -- MOMENTS LATER

The plant's enployees, all in identical white |lab coats and
mat chi ng white hard hats, are clocking in. They shuffle off
to their individual work stations, with very grim expressions
on their faces.

Two of these enpl oyees are physicist NADI A PERVUSH NA (35)
and her engi neer husband KARL VLYASHEV (35). They clock in,
and head off down a long corridor, to their research | ab.

RESEARCH LAB

I nside the research | ab, the door handl e CREAKS as it's
turned. The door does not open. Wth an audi ble THUD, Karl
puts his shoulder to the |lab door, forcing it open. Kar
stunbl es slightly.



12.

Karl and Nadia enter the lab. Wth effort, Karl closes the
door behi nd them

[ This coupl e speaks to one another in Russian. Fortunately
for those of us who don't speak Russian, English subtitles
sonehow appear on screen, interpreting their conversation.]

KARL VLYASHEV
This place is falling apart.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
| tell you, Karl, | don't feel safe
wor ki ng here any nore.

KARL VLYASHEV
But Nadi a, where el se can we work?
It's not like there's a big denmand
for nucl ear engineers these days.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA

I"'mtired of building bonbs. | want
toraise a famly while I"'mstil
young.

KARL VLYASHEV
And we will have a famly. And a
house of our own in the country. |
have a pl an.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
VWhat ? Your plan to sell a nuclear
bomb? Who is crazy enough to buy
such a thing?

KARL VLYASHEV
There are some very crazy people in
this world.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
And nobst of themare in the KGB.

KARL VLYASHEV
Gve ne a hand with this.

They pull a trunk out of storage. They place the trunk on a
flat hand cart. Nadia unlocks the |ock on the trunk's hasp
and opens the |id.

Donni ng heavy duty safety gloves, Karl picks up two

contai ners, which have all the appearances of five pound
coffee cans - except the white | abels on the cans read, in
| arge bl ack nunbers, 235 and 238.

Karl carefully | oads these coffee can containers into the
trunk. Nadia grabs sonme nore conponent parts from around

the lab, and puts theminto the trunk. Nadia carefully closes
the trunk lid.
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NADI A PERVUSHI NA
Are you sure you want to go through
with this, Karl?

KARL VLYASHEV
Nadi a, what choice do we have? W
have no noney, our paychecks are
worthless. This is the only currency
we have.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
But can you trust these people?

Karl takes a |arge Russian Makarov pistol froma desk drawer
and slips it into the wai stband of his trousers. H's |ab
coat conceal s the pistol

KARL VLYASHEV
| trust no one.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
Karl, please be careful

KARL VLYASHEV
Don't worry, Nadia. After this,
we'll be able to | eave forever, and
start a real famly of our own, far
away fromthis life of despair and
death and destruction. W'Ill finally
be able to go sone place safe.

They enbrace, and she kisses him

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
For | uck.

KARL VLYASHEV
"Il see you soon.

Karl tries to open the door. It's stuck. He puts his
shoul der to the door and tries again, twsting the door handle
with his efforts. Still no |uck.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
Mnd if | try?

Amused, Karl steps away fromthe door

KARL VLYASHEV
Be ny guest.

Nadi a steps to the door. She pulls on the handle. The
st ubborn door CREAKS again. Nadia gives it one nore good
pul I, and the door sw ngs inward, open.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA
Remenber to pull, not push this door



14.
Enbarrassed, Karl just hangs his head.

NADI A PERVUSHI NA ( CONT' D)
It's a good thing you' re good at
ot her things, ny absent-m nded
husband.

KARL VLYASHEV
Thank you, ny darling wfe.
Let's try this again.

Karl pushes the trunk-|aden cart out the door.

EXT. CAPI TOL BU LDI NG WASHI NGTON DC -- DAY, SEPTEMBER 9,
2001

LEE THOVAS (O.S.)
Brenda, can you pl ease get ne the
Pent agon swi t chboard.

| NT. CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG CONGRESSI ONAL COFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS
Lee Lee is sitting at a desk in a cluttered Capitol office.

BRENDA (O S.)
Lee. The Pentagon, line 3.

LEE THOVAS
Thanks, Brenda.

Lee picks up a phone handset.

PENTAGON OPERATOR (O S.)
Pent agon.

LEE THOVAS
Is this the sw tchboard?

PENTAGON OPERATCR (O. S.)

Yes it is.

LEE THOVAS
This is Lee Thomas, with Congressman
Green's office. I'mtrying to | ocate

a Maria Knapp, in the office of the
I nt ernati onal Nucl ear Weapons
Assessnment team

PENTAGON OPERATOR (O S.)
Can you pl ease hol d?

LEE THOVAS
Yes, |I'll hold.

Lee waits, listening to ELEVATOR MJSI C while he's on hol d.



MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
Nuke weapons Assessnment, this is
M ss Knapp.

LEE THOVAS
Maria? |It's Lee.

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
Lee? Lee who?

LEE THOVAS
Maria, it's Lee Thonms.

MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
Oh ny God! Lee! How are you? \ere
are you? How did you get this nunber.

LEE THOVAS
I"mgreat. |'mover in the Capitol
Congressman Geen's office. He's on
Def ense appropriations, so | have a
little access to sone information.
Heard you were working in town, and
| wanted to see if | could find you.

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
Looks like you found ne. Hi dden
here in ny little cubicle in the
Pent agon. \What are you doing for
Congressman G een?

LEE THOVAS
Sort of an unofficial advisor, but
officially I'"'mhis Adm nistrative
Assi st ant .

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
A A, huh? [npressive.

LEE THOVAS
And what about you? You made the
INWA team Not bad for a |libera
from Madi son

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
St ought on, renenber ?

LEE THOVAS
| renenber.

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
| can't really talk now, but we should
get together |ater.

LEE THOVAS
How s tonmorrow night for you? Do
you | i ke seafood?

15.
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MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
Love it. Nothing special on ny
schedul e, so far.

LEE THOVAS
Geat. It's a date. See you then.

Lee hangs up his phone, and shouts to Brenda.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Br enda!

BRENDA (28), tall, long dark hair, seductively dressed in a
short skirt and button-straining blazer, appears in the office
door way.

BRENDA
Got anot her hot date?

LEE THOVAS
No. This is different. Dinner with
an old friend. Wat's a good seaf ood
restaurant in town?

BRENDA
ad friend, huh?
LEE THOVAS
Yes. Honest.
BRENDA
Phillips on Water Street serves a
ni ce seafood buffet.
LEE THOVAS
Phillips is a pretty big place. I'd

like sonething a little nore intimate.

BRENDA
Ashby's is nice. It's in the Hilton,
on Connecticut Ave. One of ny
personal favorites.

LEE THOVAS
In the Hilton? That's handy. No
wonder it's one of your favorites.

BRENDA
But probably not your style. You're
fromWsconsin, right? You' d probably
like the Starfish Cafe, on 8th.
Steak and seafood nenu. Try their
beer battered shrinp. But get her
either the broiled trout, or the
poached sal non.
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LEE THOVAS
Can you nmake ne reservations for
tomorrow ni ght, say 8-ish.

BRENDA
Reservations for two? Want sone
conpany?

LEE THOVAS

Norrmal |y, Brenda, you know |I'd junp
on an offer |ike that. But not this
tinme. Just two.

BRENDA
Wiy, M. Lee. You do have a soft
romantic side after all
(reassuringly)
"Il take care of it for you.

LEE THOVAS
Thanks, Brenda.

Brenda di sappears. Two seconds | ater Lee has anot her thought,
and shouts to Brenda.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
VWhat about a florist?

EXT. WASH NGTON DC EXPRESSWAY, W SCONSI N AVENUE -- NEXT
MORNI NG SEPTEMBER 10, 2001

A beamng Lee is battling late norning traffic, on his way
to the Capitol. Not even the norning commute can danpen his
spirits today.

| NT. CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG CONGRESSI ONAL OFFI CE -- DAY

Lee arrives at his Congressional office.

BRENDA
Well, don't you | ook happy this
nor ni ng.

LEE THOVAS
Brenda, nothing is going to spoil ny
day today.

BRENDA
Sounds |i ke a chall enge.

LEE THOVAS
No, just a statenment. How s the
schedul e?

BRENDA
Pretty light.

( MORE)
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BRENDA ( CONT' D)
A few constituent visitors. The
usual floor speeches. Mark won't be
back until this afternoon.

LEE THOVAS
kay. I'mgoing to try to get sone
wor k done today.

BRENDA
Good | uck.

Lee goes into his office, and closes the office door behind
hi m

LEE' S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

Lee cones in, turns on a radio for background noi se, and
sits at his desk. He goes through the notions of trying to
get his work done, but just can't concentrate. He keeps

| ooki ng out the wi ndow, his mnd a thousand m | es away, or
at |l east, across the river, in the Pentagon.

Lee | ooks at the CLOCK. 9:48.

LEE THOVAS
VWhat am | going to do for 10 hours?

He searches his conputer files in an attenpt to keep his
m nd on his work.

LEE THOVAS
Let's see. Defense appropriations.
Def ense appropriation. Here we go.
(quietly, to hinself)
Report of the Commttee on
Appropriations, to acconpany H R
3338, together with additional views.

TI ME PASSES

There is a soft KNOCK on Lee's door. He |ooks up fromhis
conput er.

LEE THOVAS
Yes?

Brenda enters the office.

BRENDA
Hey, sport. It's quitting tine.
You better go get ready for your big
dat e.
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LEE THOVAS
OCh, Jeez. Is it that late already?
Thanks Brenda. | just want to finish
this up.

BRENDA

You don't work hard, but when you
do, it's frightening. See you
tomorrow, bright and early?

LEE THOVAS
| have a feeling | mght not be in
too early tonorrow

BRENDA
Does that nmean | can take the norning
of f, too? Nothing nmuch happens nost
nor ni ngs around here any way.

LEE THOVAS
Sure, why not. How about if we make
it noon?

BRENDA

G eat. Thanks, Lee.

LEE THOVAS
Ni ght, Brenda.

Brenda | eaves, happy. Lee finishes what he's been typing.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)

a baseline of $30 mllion, with
recurring annual appropriations and
adj ust nent s.

Fi ni shed!

Lee checks his watch. He straightens the clutter on his
desk, stands up, and takes a long | ook out his w ndow, at
t he Washi ngton skyline, admring the view After a few

seconds, he turns, and | eaves.

EXT. PENTAGON -- EARLY EVEN NG

Lee arrives at the Pentagon enpl oyee parking lot in his black
SW. Maria is just comng out of the building. She spots
him and waves.

Maria is alnost on clouds, a light spring in her step, as
she wal ks to Lee's SW. She opens the passenger door, and

playfully junps in.
I NT. LEE' S SUWV

MARI A KNAPP
Hi, stranger. Long tone, no see.



She | eans over and gives Lee a soft kiss on the cheek.

LEE THOVAS
Well, hello yourself. It has been a
l ong tine.

MARI A KNAPP

Twel ve years, eight nonths, two days.

LEE THOVAS
You are an anal yst, aren't you?

EXT. PENTAGON PARKI NG LOT
Lee begins to drive, exiting the parking |ot.
| NT. LEE'S SUV

As they drive, they catch up on old tines.

LEE THOVAS MARI A KNAPP
So tell nme what you' ve So what have you been up
been up to? to?
LEE THOVAS
"1l start. After Madison, | cane
to Washington as an intern for Senator
Kohl. Wrked for himfor a few years,

| earned the city, and how things
work around here. Didalittle
consulting for a think tank in town.
Fella | knew back in Mdison told ne
he was running for Congress, and
asked nme to be on his staff when he
got to town. How about you?

MARI A KNAPP
Well, after Madi son and Pari s,
went out to Stanford and got ny
Masters in Poli Sci.

LEE THOVAS
Stanford. Figures. Ever have Condi
as a prof?

MARI A KNAPP
Actually, I did. And even though
di sagree with her views, | liked her
professionalism And, actually
LEE THOVAS
Yes?
MARI A KNAPP

She hel ped ne get this job on the
| NVA t eam

20.
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LEE THOVAS
Real | y?

MARI A KNAPP
Wen she cane to Washi ngton, she
needed to bring a few peopl e al ong
with, to help her fill some nationa
security advisory positions. She
remenbered nme, and said she |liked ny
views on the Soviet bloc states. So
here | am In this town, it's all
about who you know, you know?

LEE THOVAS
A liberal from Madi son advising the
national security advisor on the
Russi ans. Wbnderful .

MARI A KNAPP
| told you, I'mfrom Stoughton

| NT. STARFI SH CAFE, WASHI NGTON DC -- LATER
Lee and Maria are enjoying their dinner. Laughing.

MARI A KNAPP
Oh, God, no. D dhereally do that?

LEE THOVAS
Swear to God it's true.

MARI A KNAPP
But how in the world did he ever
come up with sonething |ike that?

LEE THOVAS
| have no idea, but he tried it and
nobody ever questioned hi mabout it.

MARI A KNAPP
That's brilliant.

LEE THOVAS
| guess when you act |ike you know
what you're doing, no one wants to
| ook like a fool and actually ask
you about your credentials.

MARI A KNAPP
How funny. Scary, but funny.

I NT. LEE'S SUV -- LATER

Lee and Maria are driving through the streets of Washi ngton.
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LEE THOVAS
The night's still young. What woul d
you like to do?

MARI A KNAPP
Believe it or not, |'ve never seen

t he nonunents at night.

LEE THOVAS
The npbnunents it is.

EXT. WASH NGTON DC LANDMARKS -- NI GHT

Lee and Maria take their own tour past the fanmous Washi ngton
monunents, all fully illumnated for a fantastic night view
After passing the Washi ngton Monunent, the Wite House, the
Li ncoln Menorial, they stop in front of the Jefferson
Menori al .

I NT. LEE' S SWV

LEE THOVAS
Maria, this has been a very wonderful
ni ght .
MARI A KNAPP
| really enjoyed nyself with you
t oni ght .
LEE THOVAS
And. ..l really don't want this night
to end.
Maria | ooks at him
MARI A KNAPP

It doesn't have to.

Lee turns, to look directly at Maria. They both |ean toward
one anot her, and kiss. And enbrace. They begin to nake
out. Passions, pent up for nore than 12 years, are unl eashed
ina flurry of hands, arnms, legs, as old lovers find one
anot her agai n.

MARI A KNAPP
(breathl ess)
| feel like I'"mback in college.
LEE THOVAS
This isn't exactly Lake Monona beach.
MARI A KNAPP
| haven't made | ove on a beach in
years.
LEE THOVAS

Me either. Feel up to it?
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MARI A KNAPP
(chuckl es)
No! | end up pulling sand out of ny
underwear for days after.
LEE THOVAS
You' ve started wearing underwear ?
(1 aughs)

Good. Actually, | was hoping you'd
say sonething |ike that.
How about ny pl ace instead?

MARI A KNAPP
(noddi ng)
Yes. Can you drive?

LEE THOVAS
G ve ne a second to catch nysel f.
"1l be okay to drive. And | know a
shortcut from here, too.

I NT. LEE THOVAS' S CEORGETOMN TOWNHOUSE -- MOVENTS LATER

Maria and Lee are in one another's arns, kissing passionately
as they enter Lee's living room Entangled in one another,
they fall to the couch together, resum ng the passion begun
m nutes earlier in the SUV.

LEE' S BEDROOM - - LATER

Lee's bedroomis illumnated with nunmerous flickering candles.
The bedcover is nmessed, out of place, and the corner of a
sheet hangs to the floor.

Lee and Maria lie in one another's arns, naked beneath the
beddi ng, reflecting.

LEE THOVAS
| don't know about you, but | think
that was better than Lake Mbnona

beach.
MARI A KNAPP

| think | could agree with that.
LEE THOVAS

No sand in these sheets, either.
MARI A KNAPP

Silk sheets. Very nice.
LEE THOVAS

Thanks.
MARI A KNAPP

| " m curious.

( MORE)



MARI A KNAPP ( CONT' D)
Lee, how can a Congressional A A
afford to live in Georgetown, in a
t ownhouse |ike this?

LEE THOVAS
| could tell you, but 1'd have to
kill you.

MARI A KNAPP

It's okay. | have security clearance.
LEE THOVAS

So do I, so there.
MARI A KNAPP

| have a Q cl earance.

LEE THOVAS
Big deal. That's not so hard to
get .

MARI A KNAPP
What do you nean? | had to go through
six nonths of interviews, background
checks, psych tests to get m ne.

LEE THOVAS
Vell, like you said earlier, inthis
town, it's all about who you know,
you know? | got mne in a week.
MARI A KNAPP
You have a Q cl earance?
LEE THOVAS
Yep. And it's legit, too.
MARI A KNAPP
VWhat are you doing with a Q cl earance?
LEE THOVAS
Congressman Green's on the intel
commttee. | do a lot of his

research, and have to read through a
ot of classified material.

MARI A KNAPP
Ckay, okay. So explain this
t ownhouse.

LEE THOVAS

A coupl e years ago a bunch of us
lowy clerks were sitting around,
conmi serating about sonething or

anot her.
( MORE)
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LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
W started to wonder how all these
Senators and Congressnen were |iving
in these nulti-mllion dollar mansions
around here, on their salaries.

MARI A KNAPP
Sonme of them have been here a | ong
tine.

LEE THOVAS
That still doesn't explain it. These
guys could work a lifetinme on a
$150, 000 Congressional salary and
still not make what sonme of these
pl aces cost.

MARI A KNAPP
So how do they do it then?

LEE THOVAS
Connecti ons, and know ng where the
nmoney is, where it conmes from and
where it goes. And they wite the
laws that direct where it goes,
t hrough appropriations.

MARI A KNAPP

That's what the Constitution says.
LEE THOVAS

Yeah, right. |If any of these clowns

ever bothered to actually read the
Constitution, they'd be out of

busi ness. Lucky for them no one

el se reads the Constitution, either.
But that's where the secret I|ies.

MARI A KNAPP
VWhat, in the Constitution? 1've
never read anything in there about
maki ng noney.

LEE THOVAS
You have to learn to read |like a
Washi ngt on bur eaucrat.

MARI A KNAPP
What do you nean?

LEE THOVAS
Like | said, when we were all sitting
around comm serating, we realized
that we do nost of the work. It's
I i ke any organi zation. The staff
does all the work, the boss takes
all the credit.

25.



MARI A KNAPP

That is the way it usually works.
LEE THOVAS

Well, we decided to make the system

work for us for a change. Ever
actually read any of the legislation
t hat gets passed around this town?

MARI A KNAPP
Not really, just what | have to once
in a while.

LEE THOVAS
Exactly. No one around here ever
really actually reads this stuff.
Just watch C- SPAN sonetine. You
hear all these "unani nous consent™
requests and "di spense with reading
of the bill" requests all the tine.
No one reads the bills.

MARI A KNAPP
And you guys did or sonething?

LEE THOVAS
Better. W actually inserted a few
lines in sonme very special bills,
and we were all set.

MARI A KNAPP
You inserted a fewlines in sone
bills? How?

LEE THOVAS
| told you. | spent sone tine

| earning how this town actually works.

W were the clerks, the staffers,
who ended up typing up the bills

t henmsel ves. So we took a couple big
bills, the appropriations bills that
get passed every year, and added
funding for the Anerican Strategic
Def ense Education Retirenment Fund.

MARI A KNAPP
The Anmerican Strategic...

LEE THOVAS

...Defense Education Retirement Fund.

Sounds pretty catchy, huh? Covers
education, defense, social security,
prograns no one woul d have the
political balls to ever cut.

MARI A KNAPP
And what does this fund do?

26.



27.

LEE THOVAS
It funds a couple scientific
educational think tanks around the
country.

MARI A KNAPP
VWhich in turn..

LEE THOVAS
VWhich in turn fund a research think
tank here in Washi ngton. W nake
annual tax free endownents and grant
fell owships to bright, deserving
schol ars here doi ng research

MARI A KNAPP
Wul d | happen to be in bed with one
of those bright young scholars right

now?

LEE THOVAS
Wiy, as a matter of fact, yes you
woul d.

MARI A KNAPP

You nust be crazy. How can you get
away with sonething Iike that?

LEE THOVAS
It's all legal. The noney is
appropriated by Congress, signed
into | aw and everything. The research
think tanks are registered just |ike
any other think tank in town. There's
a provision in the tax code that
makes themtax exenpt.

MARI A KNAPP
Whi ch you al so "inserted?"

LEE THOVAS
(chuckl es)
Actually, no. It was already there.
We just followed it's provisions.

MARI A KNAPP
Wasn't that conveni ent.

LEE THOVAS
We even have one gal who has her
teaching license fromsone little
podunk col | ege of education sonewhere.
One guy's a licensed attorney. W
have people froma dozen offices
around town, strategically placed to
keep us all aware of current

( MORE)



LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
regul ati ons.
We're conpletely | egal

MARI A KNAPP
So how nuch do you nake from al
this?
LEE THOVAS
Vell, inthis fiscal year, we received

an appropriation of $30 mllion.
And there are a dozen of us. You do
t he mat h.

MARI A KNAPP
Two and a half mllion dollars a
year!?! Each of you?

LEE THOVAS
Sonething like that. W do have a
few expenses for overhead and staff.

MARI A KNAPP
And it's tax free?

LEE THOVAS
Yep.

MARI A KNAPP

I"'mon the wong end of town. Are
you hiring?

LEE THOVAS
W m ght be able to work sonething
out .

He reaches under the covers and starts to tickle Maria.
MARI A KNAPP
Ch!  You! You want to play ganes,
huh? You're asking for it now
They resune their playful ness in bed.
NEXT MORNI NG, SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

Lee and Maria, sti
bri ght sunshine fi

| in bed, awaken just after dawn. The
tering through the bedroom curt ains.

LEE THOVAS
Mrm  nor ni ng.

MARI A KNAPP
Mrm good norni ng.

LEE THOVAS

How d you sl eep?

28.
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MARI A KNAPP
Wonderfully. And you?
LEE THOVAS
| really didn't get nuch sl eep nyself.
MARI A KNAPP
Vell, if you nean sl eep sleep, neither
did I then.
LEE THOVAS

How s your schedul e today?

MARI A KNAPP
Pretty light. And yours?

LEE THOVAS
| sort of made arrangenents to cone
in |ate today.

MARI A KNAPP
You plan to do sonething this norning?

LEE THOVAS
Not really planned...but hopeful.
When's the last tinme you played hooky?

MARI A KNAPP
The last tinme we did this.
LEE THOVAS
You' re over due.
MARI A KNAPP
| think you're right. 1 just need

to use your phone, okay?
Maria gets up, naked, finds a phone nearby, and nakes a call.

MARI A KNAPP
H Elaine. It's Maria. |'m not
going to be in the office this
nmorni ng. Sonething...came up. |'1I
be in...

She | ooks at Lee, checking with him

MARI A KNAPP ( CONT' D)
Thi s afternoon?

Lee nods.
MARI A KNAPP ( CONT' D)
So I'll see you this afternoon. Bye
El ai ne.

She hangs up and bounces back into bend.
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MARI A KNAPP
Now that that's taken care of...

LEE THOVAS
Comrere, you

MARI A KNAPP
Hee hee hee.

The bedspread nmakes a big billow tent as they pull it up
and over thenselves. Maria and Lee pick up where they |eft
of f last night.

LATER
A loud EXPLOSION rattl es the bedroom wi ndows. Al npst

i mredi ately, both Lee and Maria sit straight up in bed, fully
alert, curious to see what just happened in the city.

MARI A KNAPP
VWhat was that?
LEE THOVAS
Sounded |i ke an explosion to ne.
MARI A KNAPP
That's not good.
LEE THOVAS
Stay here.
MARI A KNAPP
You stay here. 1'mgoing to find

out what just happened.

Lee and Maria both scranble out of bed. They find their
cl othes, and dress quickly. They take a nonent to | ook out
t he bedroom wi ndow, toget her.

They can see a rising columm of black snoke to the southeast.
Lee grabs his phone, and nmakes a cal

LEE THOVAS
H Mirk. I1t's Lee. Yeah. Wsat's
happeni ng? The Pentagon?

MARI A KNAPP
GOh, Cod.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Jesus. And New York, too?
"' mon ny way.

MARI A KNAPP
How bad?
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LEE THOVAS
Cone on.

Lee grabs Maria's hand and they dash out the bedroom door.
LEE' S LI VI NG ROOM

Wth a sense of urgency, Lee and Maria head for the front
door .

LEE THOVAS
Looks |i ke we've been attacked. New
York. \ashi ngton

Lee makes a slight detour.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Wait a sec.

Lee goes to a large wal k-in closet beneath his Iiving room
staircase. He cones back out in seconds, carrying two |arge,
filled backpacks.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
W mght need this stuff.

MARI A KNAPP
VWhat is that?

LEE THOVAS
Haz mat gear. Respirators. Heavy
gloves. First aid kits. Sone ot her
gear.

MARI A KNAPP
Now why do you have two backpacks
| oaded with that kind of gear here?

LEE THOVAS
Long story. Part of that think tank
stuff I was doing, on urban
pr epar edness and survival.

MARI A KNAPP
Why, you Boy Scout, you.
LEE THOVAS
| was never a Boy Scout. But I |ike

to be prepared. C non, let's go.
EXT. LEE THOVAS' S GEORGETOMWN TOWNHOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Lee and Maria conme out of his townhouse, carrying the survival
backpacks. They put the in the back of Lee's SUV. Lee and
Maria get into the SUV, and head toward the rising colum of
bl ack snoke.



32.
| NT. LEE'S SWV

Lee snaps on the radio as they drive toward the rising black
snoke.

RADI O ANNOUNCER (V. Q)

has hit the Pentagon. W have

reports of a fourth plane that has
gone down in a field in Pennsyl vani a.

MARI A KNAPP
Fourth pl ane?

LEE THOVAS
Shhh, 1isten.

RADI O ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
Both Wrld Trade Center towers in
New York are on fire at this time.

LEE THOVAS
W' ve been hit.
MARI A KNAPP
Are you okay?
LEE THOVAS
Not us. Us. The United States.
MARI A KNAPP
Ch, God.
LEE THOVAS

Shoul d we keep going, or would you
like to try to get out of town?

MARI A KNAPP
No. Keep going. |If we're really
under attack, this is where |I want
to be.

LEE THOVAS
Good girl. That's how | feel too.

Maria finds her cell phone in her purse.

MARI A KNAPP
l"mgoing to try to call the office.

She dials her office nunber. An automated recordi ng answers.

PLEASANT PHONE RECORDI NG (V. Q.)
We're sorry, but due to unusually
heavy call volunme, your call cannot
be conpleted at this tinme. Please
hang up, and try your call later.
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Maria snaps her cell phone shut.

MARI A KNAPP
(sarcasn
Heavy call volunme. | wonder why.
LEE THOVAS

If a plane hit the Pentagon, all the
circuits there are probably out.

MARI A KNAPP
| just hope it's not too bad.

LEE THOVAS
VWll, you mght get a few days
vacation out of it.

MARI A KNAPP
Always the optim st, aren't you?

LEE THOVAS
Soneone has to be.

RADI O ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
The White House is being ordered
evacuated at this tine. The President
is in Sarasota, Florida. Vice-
Presi dent Cheney is in Washi ngton.

LEE THOVAS
They' Il probably order the Capitol
evacuated next. (Guess | have the
day off too.

MARI A KNAPP
Looks like it mght be a | ong weekend
for all of us.

LEE THOVAS
| have a feeling our world just
changed.

MARI A KNAPP

| think you're right.
EXT. PENTAGON
STOCK NEWS FOOTAGE of the Pentagon on fire, inmmediately after
the attacks. People scranbling for cover. Fire trucks and
anbul ances arriving. Rescue workers doing their jobs.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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I NT. LEE THOVAS' S TOWNHOUSE, LI VI NG ROOM -- AFTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 14, 2001

Lee and Maria are trying to relax, sitting on the couch,
t oget her, watching President Bush on television.

MARI A KNAPP
He went to New York to see the danage
first hand.

LEE THOVAS

Turn it up just a bit.
Maria points a renote at the tv and turns up the vol une.

On tv, President Bush appears to be addressing a crowd with
a bul | horn.

NEWS FOOTAGE

PRESI DENT BUSH
| can hear you

The tv crowd appl auds.

PRESI DENT BUSH ( CONT' D)
| can hear you. The rest of the
wor | d hears you

The tv crowd appl auds agai n.

PRESI DENT BUSH ( CONT' D)
And t he peopl e who knocked t hese
bui | di ngs down wi Il hear all of us
soon.

The tv crowd erupts in thunderous appl ause.
Maria turns the tv volunme down again

LEE THOVAS
| have a feeling we're going to war.

MARI A KNAPP
Dr. Rice said she thinks it's sone
radical Islanmc faction fromthe
M ddl e East.

LEE THOVAS
Sonebody like that tried bonbing the
Towers in '93, renenber?

MARI A KNAPP
The sane group? Eight years later?



LEE THOVAS
They have a different perspective on
tinme than we do.
What kind of an anal yst are you agai n?

MARI A KNAPP
Nucl ear weapons assessnment. We don't
handl e terrorism

LEE THOVAS
You m ght have to before all this is
over.

MARI A KNAPP

You think these guys have nukes and
the mssiles to deliver 'en? W'd
detect a missile | aunch..

LEE THOVAS
They don't need mssiles. They can
use suitcase nukes these days?

MARI A KNAPP
VWhat are suitcase nukes?

Surprised at that comment, Lee | ooks directly at Mari a.

LEE THOVAS
Are you serious? You've actually
never heard of suitcase nukes?

MARI A KNAPP
Runors, yes. Actual evidence, no.

LEE THOVAS
Funny. W actually devel oped '"emin
the 80's. The Soviets stole the
designs and started their own program
My sources tell nme they built nore
than four hundred of the dam little
t hings, and they can't account for
al nost a fourth of 'em now.

Maria is now very interested in this tale.

MARI A KNAPP
How big are we tal king here?

LEE THOVAS
There's a reason they're called
sui tcase nukes. The whol e works can
be packed into a big suitcase.

MARI A KNAPP
| meant how powerful ? Are we talking
kil ot ons, negatons, what?
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LEE THOVAS
| f they use uraniumas a fuel, |ow
megat on range. Plutoniumnultiplies
the effects.

MARI A KNAPP
| know the difference between fissile
urani um and plutoniumyields. And |
know the effect is nore w despread
if it's an air burst rather than a
ground det onati on.

LEE THOVAS
You know, if you think about it, it
woul dn't be that hard to do, actually.
| f you had the conponents, the fuel,
and a real death wi sh, a determ ned
fanatic could do sone real danmge.

MARI A KNAPP
Just | ook what they did with just
avi ati on fuel

LEE THOVAS
Exactly. Now, think about this.

| NT. SECRET SOVI ET NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT COWVPLEX, KIEV,
UKRAI NE -- DAY, NOVEMBER, 1989

As Lee Lee describes a crazy plan, our desperate Ukrainian
nucl ear bonb engi neer Karl VIyashev is wheeling his trunk
full of material to a waiting van in the bonb factory conpl ex
par ki ng | ot.

LEE THOMAS (V. O.)
I f you could find one of the Sovi et
scientists who built these things in
the first place, and he was desperate
enough, and you could offer him
enough, you coul d concei vabl e buy
yoursel f your very own little nuclear
bonb.

EXT. SECRET SOVI ET NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT COWVPLEX, PARKI NG LOT

Two M ddl e Eastern | ooking THUGS hel p Karl | oad the trunk
into the waiting van. Once it's | oaded, they show hima
briefcase full of noney. Al three nen nod in approval.
Karl closes the briefcase. The nen close the back of their
van.

The nmen clinb into their van and drive away. Karl pushes
the enpty flat cart back into the building, carrying the
briefcase with him
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| NT. NONDESCRI PT WAREHOUSE - - LATER

The nysterious van arrives, with the two thugs and the trunk.
They are nmet inside by THREE OTHER NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MEN

The thugs clinb out of the van and open the van's back doors.
They unl oad the trunk, and carry it over next to a pile of
wooden cr at es.

LEE THOMAS (V. O.)
Once you have the bonb, you have to
figure out a safe way to transport
it.

MARI A KNAPP (V. Q)
Wt hout bei ng detected.

LEE THOMAS (V. O.)
Yes, without getting detected.

MARI A KNAPP (V. Q)
Bot h urani um and pl ut oni um gi ve off
a pretty good anount of radiation

LEE THOMAS (V. O.)
Lead shi el di ng.

One of the nefarious |ooking nmen opens the trunk Iid with a
crowbar. He carefully reaches inside, and gently lifts the
bonmb conponents out, one piece at a tine.

MARI A KNAPP (V. Q)
Lead's pretty heavy for transportation
pur poses.

The thugs open a few nore wooden crates, and take out several
gl ass tabl es.

LEE THOMAS (V. O.)
But a | eaded glass table top isn't
quite so heavy. You get five or six
heavy | eaded gl ass tabl es and use
the tops to line a big crate or box,
sides, top and bottom

The thugs assenble their bonb-carrying crate, lining the
bottom and sides with the glass table tops.

Meanwhi | e, the one nefarious | ooking man seens to be
assenbl i ng the bonb conponents. One piece at a tinme, he
assenbl es the whole thing. Finally, he opens one of the
white coffee cans, and uses a pair of tongs to grab a round
heavy ball of netal frominside the can. He places this
metal ball into the core of the bonb, then steps back to

w pe the beads of sweat from his brow.
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LEE THOVAS (V. O.)
Put your bonb inside, set the
triggering nmechanism and it's al
set to go.

The four remaining nen all strain to |lift the bonb into the
carrying crate. As the bonb is being |lowered into the
carrying crate one man slips, briefly, and the bonb tilts
precariously . The man recovers imedi ately, and they succeed
in their task of putting the bonb in the crate, w thout

bl owi ng thensel ves up in the process.

When the bonb is in the crate, the nmen take one nore gl ass
table top, and place it on top of the bonb. Then they put
the crate's wooden top in place, and nail the crate shut.

I NT. LEE THOVAS' S TOMNHOUSE, LI VI NG ROOM -- PREVI QUS SCENE

LEE THOVAS
Cour se, you would have to be crazy
to even think of such a thing, and
suicidal to ever try to actually do
sonething |ike that.

MARI A KNAPP
After what's happened, there are
definitely some crazy people in this
wor | d.

LEE THOVAS
Not all of themare fromthe Mddle
East either. Renenber Okl ahoma City?
Those guys were Anericans.

MARI A KNAPP
You think those guys were smart enough
to even think about using a nucl ear
bonb?

LEE THOVAS
Doesn't matter how smart they are.
All you' d need is soneone crazy enough
to deliver it.

MARI A KNAPP
It would be a suicide m ssion.

LEE THOVAS
For sonmeone with nothing to live
for, it wouldn't nmatter. O anyone
with a nessiah conpl ex, sone |oser
who wanted to nake a nane for hinself.

MARI A KNAPP
H nsel f? Wy does it always have to
be a man? It could be a wonan, too.
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LEE THOVAS
| kinda doubt it.

Maria pretends to be offended. She raises her arm playfully
preparing to strike Lee for that remark.

MARI A KNAPP
Why, you sexist...
LEE THOVAS
Take it easy. | just neant | don't

t hi nk nost wonen are dunb enough to
fall for the whole virgins in heaven
l'ine.

MARI A KNAPP
Maybe one of these mlitant dykes?

LEE THOVAS
(1 aughs)
| know a few.

MARI A KNAPP
Me, too. He he he

LEE THOVAS
Why. .. you naughty girl.

EXT. HARBOR, DOCKYARD, PORT CITY OF ADEN, YEMEN -- PRESENT
DAY

Shi ps of many nations are being |oaded in a foreign harbor.
Cranes |ift large shipping crates aboard a | arge cargo ship.

| NT. ANOTHER NONDESCRI PT DOCKSI DE WAREHOUSE, PORT CI TY OF
ADEN, YEMEN -- CONTI NUOUS

A nmedium size delivery truck arrives in the dockside

war ehouse. Qur three nefarious-looking nen get out of the
truck and open the back door of the truck. One of the nen
gets a nearby forklift, and uses it to unload half a dozen
| arge wooden crates fromthe back of the delivery truck

One of the nmen holds a clipboard. Using the directions on
the clipboard, he instructs the third man to | abel the six
crates with destinations.

NEFARI OUS- LOCKI NG VAN #1
(with a thick foreign
accent)
Long Beach.
Newar k.
Bal tinore.
Bost on.
Seattle.
Chi cago.
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The crates are |labeled in black stenciled letters, each with
a different destination.

After each crate is labeled, it gets |oaded with the forklift
into six different |arge shipping container.

The crate | abel ed LONG BEACH gets | oaded into a shi pping
container with very distinctive (sponsor's) markings on it's
si des and doors.

EXT. HARBOR, DOCKYARD, PORT CITY OF ADEN, YEMEN -- N GHT

The six | arge shipping containers are each | oaded by cranes
onto a different ship, along with other |arge crates and
shi ppi ng containers, all bound for the U S A

EXT. WH TE HOUSE, WASHI NGTQON, DC -- DAW\, PRESENT DAY

The sun rises over the Wite House, as the surrounding trees
cast | ong shadows over the |awn.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE -- MORNI NG

The (unidentified) President gets his norning briefing from
hi s (anonynous) security advisors.

PRESI DENT
Ckay, bring nme up to date. Wiat's
happeni ng t oday?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President, we | ost another dozen
men overnight in lraq. Looks like
it was anot her suicide attack. W
al so had 18 other casualties. It
was a | one suicide bonber. Had a
backpack full of explosives in a car
di sgui sed as havi ng nechani ca
probl ens. Bl ocked the road, and
when our guys went to see if they
could hel p, he set off the expl osives.

PRESI DENT
These damm extrem sts. They'll stop
at not hi ng.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes Sir.

Cl A Dl RECTOR
M. President, we have picked up
nmore chatter about suicide attacks
here in Anerica.

PRESI DENT
Anyt hi ng specific? What are your
Cl A fol ks hearing?



Cl A DI RECTOR
Not hi ng specific yet. But the chatter
seens to have spiked in the last 12
hours. And we've picked up sonething
new. Several of these sane
transm ssi ons have al so been to
entities at the U N

PRESI DENT
See if you can identify who at the
UN is getting these transm ssions.
Mai ntai n surveillance and keep nme
informed if anythi ng happens.

Cl A D RECTOR
WIl do, Sir.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President, | may have sonet hi ng
al ong those lines as well.

PRESI DENT
Go on.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Sir, one of our agents thinks he has
a lead on those m ssing LYAWSs.

PRESI DENT
The suitcase nukes?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Yes, Sir. The lowyield atomc
weapons.

PRESI DENT
Did we ever admt to building those
t hi ngs?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
No, Sir. The yields were too low to
be considered for practical tactical
depl oynent.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President, our agent has managed
to track a couple of these weapons,
to the port of Aden, Yenen.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
That's between the Red Sea and the
Ar abi an Sea.

PRESI| DENT
Thanks. | know where it is.
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NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
| f those things nmade it to a ship
there's no telling where they're
goi ng next. As your national security
advi sor, |'m advi sing you..

Cl A DI RECTOR
It would be prudent to assune they're
headi ng here.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SCR ( CONT' D)
| am advi sing the President that
that is exactly what we believe.

PRESI DENT
We can't assune anything at this
point. Al we can do is be prepared.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Prepared. For a nuclear attack?

PRESI DENT
Rel ax. Prepared to defend against a
nucl ear attack.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Al'l our nuclear strategies are
predi cated upon an attack froma
hostile nation. Mitually Assured
Destruction doesn't work as a
deterrent if the other side doesn't
care about dying.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
So we get them before they can get
us.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
And just who are you going to get?
We can't stop everyone from com ng
into the country.

Cl A DI RECTOR
Maybe not. But we sure can keep an
eye on those U. N bastards. Maybe
they' |l give us nore infornmation.

PRESI DENT
Now let's just all calmdowm. W're
not doi ng anything different unless
we can specify our eneny. |'m not
going to order yet another terror
alert and get everyone all riled up
over nothing. The chicken little
syndronme isn't good for ny re-elect
nunbers.
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NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
I still think..

PRESI DENT
Anyt hing el se today? Good. W're
adj our ned.

The President gets up. Everyone else rises to their feet as
well. The President and al nost everyone | eaves the room
The National Security Advisor sighs, and sinks back into a
chair, frustrated at the President's |ack of interest in the
| atest runor of a threat.

EXT. SH P ON THE H GH SEAS -- DAY

One of the ships that was being | oaded in Yenen crui ses al ong
on the high seas.

I NT. SH P ON THE H GH SEAS -- CONTI NUCUS

In the hold of the ship, packed into our very distinctive

| arge shi pping container, sits one of the wooden crates from
t he warehouse in Aden, Yemen. |In big black stenciled letters,
it is |abel ed LONG BEACH CALI F USA.

EXT. UNI TED NATI ONS BU LDI NG NEW YORK CITY -- DAY
Exterior shot of the U N building, gleam ng in the sunlight.
| NT. UNI TED NATI ONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY HALL -- CONTI NUOUS

In the main assenbly auditorium the anbassador from North

Korea is in the mddle of an inpassioned speech. Over his

speech in Korean, we hear the voice of the English | anguage
transl at or.

TRANSLATOR (O. S.)
...and as the official representative
of ny governnent of North Korea,
must informthis body that ny
government strongly objects to the
conti nued occupation of the Korean
peni nsul a by arnmed forced of the
United States.

The North Korean anbassador is by this tine very ani mat ed.
In a scene rem ni scent of the COctober 13, 1960 adnoni shnent
by N kita Khrushchev, the North Korean anbassador renoves
his right shoe, and bangs it on the podiumfor enphasis.

TRANSLATOR (O. S.) (CONT' D)
W warn the United States. |If their
forces attenpt to cross the 38th
parallel, we will be forced to defend
our country...by whatever neans
necessary.
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The North Korean anbassador storns away fromthe podi um

The reaction fromthe assenbl ed del egates is one of |ow
mur murs, growi ng | ouder by the second.

The United States' anbassador wal ks to the podium and
addresses the assenbl ed del egat es.

U. S. AMBASSADCR
| would Iike to thank ny esteened
col | eague for his inpassioned words.
Let me assure him and this august
body, that the United States has no
intentions of invading North Korea.
But we would reiterate our position,
to defend the nation of South Korea
frominvasion. W would al so caution
other States that we are prepared to
defend our interests around the world.
Wiile we are conmtted to the
| iberation of the Iraqi people, that
struggle only necessitates the
depl oynent of a small portion of our
forces. W remain ready and able to
defend our interests, wherever they
may be.

The assenbl ed representatives react even nore loudly to those
remarks. Loud murmurs echo through the auditorium

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE, WASHI NGTON, DC -- LATER

The national security teamis again assenbled for a norning
briefing.

PRESI DENT
" maski ng you, as ny Secretary of
Defense. Do we have enough troops
in Korea to do the job?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President, we currently have
37,000 troops stationed in South
Kor ea.

PRESI DENT
Do we have enough to do the job if
we have to?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President, the North has an arny
of amllion nen. [If they attack,
we wll have two options. Pul
out...or full retaliation.

PRESI DENT
Pul ling out is not an option.



45.
EXT. PENTAGON -- DAY
The sun is shining brightly on the repaired Pentagon buil ding.
| NT. MARI A KNAPP' S PENTAGON OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

Maria's "office" is little nore than a large cubicle in an
open room full of simlar cubicles. The open roomis the
suite of the International Nuclear Wapons Assessnent team

Maria is on the phone, talking to Lee.

MARI A KNAPP
They finally got ny office back to
wor ki ng order. You're going to have
to cone by on an "official" visit
one of these days.

LEE THOWAS (O S.)
| think the Intelligence Conmmttee
just mght have to do that, in the
interests of seeing what the
t axpayers' noney is paying for.

MARI A KNAPP
It's a little crowded, but at |east
| can finally get back to doing ny
j ob.

LEE THOVAS (O.S.)
How s that going? Has your team had
any luck tracking those suitcase
nukes?

MARI A KNAPP
We had an agent that managed to verify
their existence. Seens the Russians
didn't have the noney to keep their
program goi ng after the Soviet Union
broke up. A couple of their
scientists decided to see if they
could sell the designs on the black
mar ket .

LEE THOVAS (O.S.)
Any ideas on potential custonmers?

MARI A KNAPP
They had no problem findi ng eager
custoners, wth ready cash.

Maria reaches for a report, and flips through it for
i nformation.
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MARI A KNAPP ( CONT' D)
Looks |like there were at | east half
a dozen sold to a front group calling
itself the Libere' |Islamc Freedom
Expi r ea.

LEE THOWAS (O S.)
Any idea what they paid?

MARI A KNAPP
Plenty. European bank records show
several |arge cash w thdrawal s over
the past few years, totaling nore
than $9 mllion.

LEE THOWAS (O S.)
Sounds like they got a bargain. D d
you know t he Manhattan Project in
Wrld War 2 cost us about $2 billion?
And we only got four atom c bonbs
for that price.

MARI A KNAPP
Yes. But we also had to pay for the
R & D costs. The Soviets just stole
the designs fromus and went into
production for thensel ves.

LEE THOMAS (O.S.)
I nt ernati onal nucl ear chess gane.
Just nake up the rules as you go
al ong.

MARI A KNAPP
The rul es have changed.

EXT. HARBOR, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNI A -- AFTERNOON

The cargo ship carrying the om nous wooden crate slowly eases
into the Long Beach harbor.

EXT. Al RPLANE FLYI NG ABOVE LONG BEACH HARBOR -- CONTI NUOUS

A small plane flies over the harbor. It drops a bit |ower,
circling over the cargo ship as the ship enters the harbor.

| NT. Al RPLANE FLYI NG ABOVE LONG BEACH HARBOR -- CONTI NUOUS

The PILOT | ooks through binoculars as he circles, |ooking at
the arriving cargo ship below. \Wen he |owers his binoculars,
the pilot turns out to be Rick Dean, the forner |iberal
col | ege student from Madi son

EXT. Al RPLANE -- CONTI NUQUS

After circling the cargo ship, the plane returns to cruising
altitude, and nmakes a slow survey flight over the greater
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Los Angeles area. It flies east, over D sneyland, then turns
north and heads toward the Studio Cty area. Making a very
large circle, the plane finally heads back south, cruising

t he coastline, above the crowded California beaches bel ow.

EXT. LONG BEACH DOCKS -- LATER

A crane lifts large cargo containers out of the hold of the
ship, setting themon sem trailer franmes on the docks.

An of ficial-looking CUSTOVS AGENT, wearing a "CUSTOVS" jacket
and white hard hat, nmakes a cursory inspection of a few of
the cargo containers. Checking his clipboard, he waves at
several of the DOCK WORKERS to get their attention.

CUSTOMS AGENT
(whistling for
attention)
Hold it! Just a second, there.

RALPH, DOCK WORKER
Probl ens, inspector?

CUSTOMS AGENT
M ght be, Ralph. | got a notice a
few days ago to check cargo containers
fromthe Mddl e East. These cane
from Yenen, right?

RALPH DOCK WORKER
That's what the mani fest says.
(faking a Jamai can

accent)
Ya, Men.
CUSTOVE AGENT
No. Yenen.

RALPH DOCK WORKER
(continuing to fake
t he Jamai can accent)
Dat's what | said. Ya, Men.

CUSTOMS AGENT
| know you're from East L.A., Ral ph,
So cut out the accent.
Any fruit, vegetables or animal
products inside?

The dock worker checks his mani fest |ist.

RALPH DOCK WORKER
Nope. Just furniture.

CUSTOVS AGENT
| better check, just to nake sure.
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The two wal k to a random cargo container. The one they pick
sits right next to the by now recogni zabl e contai ner carrying
t he om nous wooden crate.

CUSTOVS AGENT
Let's see what's in this one. Open
it up.

RALPH DOCK WORKER
What ever you say, inspector.

The dock worker opens the doors of the shipping container.
It's full of stacked wooden crates, with the recogni zabl e
names of several large furniture chains |abeling the crates.

CUSTOMS AGENT
Furniture, right?

RALPH DOCK WORKER
Looks like furniture to ne.

The Custons Agent nmakes a few ticks on his check list.

CUSTOVS AGENT
No fruits. No vegetables. No ani mal
products. Check. GCkay, Ral ph, close
it up.

The dock worker closes the doors of the shipping container.

RALPH DOCK WORKER
You wanna check any nore of 'en?

The Custonms Agent checks his clip board, then | ooks at the
line of cargo containers. He |ooks at his watch, pauses for
a second, and shakes his head.

CUSTOMS AGENT
Nah. Looks like they're all listed
as furniture. 1'Il let you get back
to work. Pretty close to ny quitting
time any way.

ALPH DOCK WORKER
You governnent guys sure have a rough
job. N ght, Sam

CUSTOVS AGENT
Sonebody's got to do these things.
Wul dn't want to | et anything bad
slip in unnoticed. N ght, Ralph.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE, M DDLE EAST TOMN -- DAY

A smal |l house set sonmewhere in the dry desert of the Mddle
East .
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| NT. SMALL HOUSE, M DDLE EAST TOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Inside the dimy |lit house, our three Nefarious Looking Men
are looking at a large wall map of the United States. The
map has large red triangles over six cities: Los Angeles.

New York City. Washington DC. Boston. Seattle. Chicago.

NEFARI OUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2
(with a thick accent)
When do they arrive?

NEFARI OUS- LOOKI NG MAN #1
They should be arriving this nonth.

NEFARI OQUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2
And when do we strike? Allah conmands
us. ..

NEFARI OUS- LOCKI NG VAN #1
Patience. W will wait for our
friends in Pyong Yang to maeke their
nmove first.

The men turn to face a second wall. On this wall is a large
wal | map of the Korean peninsula. Mlitary placenents are
detailed on the map, on both sides of the 38th parallel.

Just north of the 38th parallel, on the North Korean side,
is another red triangle.

Nef ari ous man #1 points to the red triangle.

NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MAN #1
The Anmericans will be crushed.

NEFARI OQUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2
It is Allah's will. Allah akbar.

EXT. SEAL BEACH, CALI FORNI A, CONDO -- AFTERNCON

Ri ck Dean drives his Miustang convertible through the
nei ghbor hood. He slows, and turns into a driveway.

DRI VEVWAY

Rick gets out of his Mustang. He opens his trunk, and takes
out several long rolled cardboard tubes. R ck carries them
into his condo.

I NT. RI CK DEAN S CONDO -- CONTI NUOUS

Rick enters his condo. He sets the |ong cardboard tubes on
his kitchen table.

Ri ck checks his watch. He disappears down the hallway of
the condo. Seconds later, he returns, carrying a rolled up
mat .
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Rick unrolls the mat and lays it on his living roomfl oor.
Ri ck takes his shoes off, and kneels on the mat, facing east.
Bowing to the floor, R ck begins to chant an |Islamc prayer.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE -- AFTERNOON

The President and his security team are agai n assenbl ed,
eval uating the | atest devel opnents.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
| tell you, M. President. Those
Korean conm e bastards are up to
sonmething. | just knowit.

PRESI DENT
You just know it? How, may | ask,
do you "just know it?"

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
|'ve been involved in intelligence
for over thirty years. From Speci al
Forces to the Pentagon to the Cl A
| can tell when sonething's about to
happen, and, take ny word, M.

Presi dent, sonmething's about to

happen.

PRESI DENT
But what? From where? Here or
overseas? Damm it, | need specifics,

not hunches.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Or specul ati on.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It's not speculation. As for where,
somewhere al ong the 38th parall el
Those bastards are massing al ong the
border, and they're getting ready
for sonet hi ng.

PRESI DENT
The North Korean Anbassador says
they' re just simulating war ganes.
Hell, we do the sane thing all the
tine.

Cl A DI RECTOR
M. President. Perhaps the Secretary
is correct. W have been intercepting
a larger than usual nunber of coded
transm ssions from Pyong Yang to
their field conmmanders.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
| thought we had their codes broken?



Cl A DI RECTOR
Ch, we do. W can understand what
they're saying...but we still don't
have the full context figured out
yet .

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It's Iike the coded nessages during
Wrld War 2. They m ght say sonething
like "My Mother is sick” but w thout
t he code book, we can't put it into
cont ext .

Cl A DI RECTOR
And there have been a | ot of just
t hose such nessages | ately.

PRESI DENT
Al right. If you' re correct, what
do you recomrend?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President!

PRESI DENT
There's always a chance they coul d
be right this tine. W don't want
to get caught with our shorts around
our ankl es agai n.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
(stifled snort of
anusenent)

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Somet hi ng funny?

PRESI DENT
| nsi de joke. W found pictures of
one guy who used to have ny job in,
shall we say, a "conprom sing
position."

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
So that's why he resigned. Cuess
his wife wasn't so sick after all.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
From what | saw, he was the sick
one.

PRESI DENT
Ckay, okay, what are we going to do
about the Pyong Yang situation?

51.
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President, if you'll authorize
it, 1'd like to sent another arnored
battalion over. W could say they're
goi ng over to replace the guys who' ve
been stationed there for the | ast
year. A trop rotation

PRESI DENT
Sounds reasonable. Make preparations
to do that in the next 30 days.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes, Sir, M. President.

I NT. UNI TED NATI ONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY HALL -- LATER

The North Korean Anbassador is maki ng anot her grandi ose speech
before the assenbl ed del egates. The English | anguage
translator interprets for us.

TRANSLATOR (O. S.)
...and we renew our objections to
the United States presence on the
Korean peninsula. Their nunbers
have escal ated and they' ve now sent
another entire battalion of heavily
arnored forces to the region. W
can only assune that the United States
is preparing to use this battalion,
forcing ny governnent to fortify our
def ensive positions along the 38th
paral | el

The North Korean Anbassador points directly at the United
St at es Anbassador.

TRANSLATOR ( CONT' D)
| f you do not renove your forces at
once, we shall not be responsible
for the actions which may fol |l ow.

I NT. LEE'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Lee is hard at work. He calls to his secretary through the
open office door.

LEE THOVAS
Brenda. Can you bring ne the file
on the | atest deploynents in Korea?

BRENDA (O S.)
You want the North or the South?

LEE THOVAS
Both. | want to see just how bad
this situation m ght get.
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Seconds |l ater, Brenda brings in a |arge stack of files, and
pl ops them on Lee's desk.

BRENDA
You sure you want to go through al
of these?

Brenda pl ops herself down in one of Lee's office chairs,
directly across the desk from| ee.

LEE THOVAS
Yeah. | have to find out what's
goi ng on over there.

BRENDA
The news people say we're just doing
war exerci ses.

LEE THOVAS
Brenda. You should know by now not
to believe everything we feed to the
news peopl e.

BRENDA
| know, | know. It just seens |ike
a lot of reading for you to do.

LEE THOVAS
|'"ve already read nost of it. Hell,
| wote nost of it. | just want to

refresh ny menory on a few points.

BRENDA
Hey. How are things with you and
what ' s- her - nane?

LEE THOVAS
Maria. |It's going great. She's
moving in with me next week. And
t hanks for the restaurant
recommendation. The Starfish Cafe
was great.

BRENDA
Wel |, thank you for the idea to take
that norning off. You know, you
probably saved ny |ife.

LEE THOVAS
| just wish we could have done nore.
Maria and | spent hours at the
Pent agon that day, pulling people
out of the debris.

BRENDA
God, that was awful .
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LEE THOVAS
If we all do our jobs, and keep our
eyes and ears open, we won't get
caught with our shorts around our
ankl es agai n.

BRENDA
(1 aughs)
You saw the pictures, too?

LEE THOVAS
Sonetinmes an intelligence clearance
has it's privileges.

BRENDA
| just feel sorry for the guy.
LEE THOVAS
VWhi ch one?
BRENDA
The President. For mer Presi dent
Nnow.
LEE THOVAS

| thought maybe you were referring
to his boyfriend.

BRENDA
| think I m ght have dated hi monce.
Nob wonder he was so | ousy in bed.

Brenda stands up, and begins to wal k out of the office.

LEE THOVAS
Guess you just weren't his type,
Br enda.

BRENDA
Honey, |'mevery man's type.

LEE THOVAS

You just keep on teasing ne, and see
where it gets you

BRENDA
Yeah, yeah. Prom ses, prom ses.

Lee pauses for a nmonment, |ooking at the |large stack of files
sitting on his desk. Lee sighs, and reaches for the top

file fol der.

H s PHONE RINGS. Wth a quick

LEE THOVAS
VWhew.



He answers it.

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Hel | o, Lee Lee.

MARI A KNAPP (O.S.)
H. It's ne.

LEE THOVAS
H, Maria. |'Il be over at your
pl ace right after work. W should
be able to bring another |oad or two
over to ny place before dark.

MARI A KNAPP (O. S.)
...mght not be able to nake it.

LEE THOVAS
OCh? WMaria, what's the matter?

MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
Sonmet hing's cone up. At work.

LEE THOVAS
How serious is it this time?

MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
It's serious.

LEE THOVAS
Can you give ne any detail s?
Renmember, | do have cl earance.
MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
| know. | can't. This line isn't
secure.
LEE THOVAS

| under st and.

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
And | mght be | ate tonight.

LEE THOVAS
Do what needs to be done. And I'm
going to check with the Congressman
on this end of things.

MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
Renmenber you didn't hear anything
from ne.

LEE THOVAS
Course not. Love you

MARI A KNAPP (O S.)
Love you, too.
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LEE THOVAS

Love you nore.

Ch, cut

MARI A KNAPP (Q. S.)
it out already.

LEE THOVAS

Ckay. See ya.

Lee hangs up.

Br enda!

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Fi nd out where Mark is.

Tell himsonething' s going on, and |
t hi nk he shoul d get back to Washi ngton

ASAP.

BRENDA (O.S.)

s it serious.

LEE THOVAS

Coul d be.

[''mon i

BRENDA (Q. S.)
t. Mark's supposed to be at

a |listening session back honme this
af t er noon.

(to

LEE THOVAS
hi msel f)

Oh, great. Another |istening session.

Brenda appears in

| heard

| can't

the office doorway.

BRENDA
t hat .

LEE THOVAS
stand those stupid things.

BRENDA

Mark seens to get a real kick out of
those neet 'n' greets.

LEE THOVAS

That's why he's the Congressman, and

|'mthe
Shoul dn'

Wth a wave of her
t he doorway

[''mon i

A A
t you be on the phone?

hand, Brenda turns and di sappears from

BRENDA (O.S.)
t.
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I NT. WH TE HOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

S57.

The President is in his briefing roomagain. H's security

team hurries in, and are seated.

PRESI DENT
Ckay, fill me in. \Wat's happened?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President, as you know, we've
been conducting war ganes in Korea,
on our side of the border.

PRESI DENT
| know. Operation Yellow Veil.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
VWll, it seens

EXT. GUNNERY RANGE, SOUTH KOREA -- DAY

MIlitary nen and vehicles are nmaneuvering, conducting |ive

fire war ganme exerci ses.

FOXHOLE

A pair of canoufl aged FORWARD OBSERVERS ar e | ooki ng t hrough

| aser sights at a LARGE TARGET.
OBSERVER S P. O V.

The target is seen through the binoculars, with a | aser-

painted cross in the mddle of the target.

OBSERVER (O S.)
Gopher to Kestrel. Target is painted.
Show ne what ya got.

EXT. FA-18 FI GHTER AT 10, 000 FEET
PILOT (O S.)
Roger Gopher. Target is acquired.
Enj oy the show.
A mssile is launched fromthe fighter.
FOXHCLE

The observer is still |ooking through his targeting
bi nocul ars. Suddenly, he sneezes.

OBSERVER
Ahh, ahh, ahh- Chooo!

When he sneezes, he knocks the targeting | aser askew.
points up, down, left, right, in all directions.

| t
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (V. Q)
One of our fighters launched a mssile
at a target. The mssile's navigation
sensors mal functioned. It went off
course...and crossed the border.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE -- PREVI QUS SCENE

PRESI DENT
Shit. And?..

EXT. AWVMO DUWP
Archive footage of a | arge stockpile of ammunition, exploding.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (V. Q)
The mssile hit amamo dunp ... a
Nort h Korean ammob dunp.

The initial explosion sets off a series of |arger expl osions,
in a cascading effect that destroys the entire ammo dunp.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE -- PREVI QUS SCENE

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
(i ncredul ously)
An amo dunp? G eat.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It was an acci dent.

PRESI DENT
Casual ti es?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Unknown at this point. Probably.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Probably? Probably quite a few

The President picks up his desk phone, and speaks to his
secretary.

PRESI DENT
Get ne the North Korean Anbassador.
Ri ght away.

Cl A DI RECTOR
M. President. There is sonething
el se. Qur satellites have picked up
a radiation signature comng from
the North side of the border.

PRESI DENT
Radi ati on signature? What does that
mean? Hold it.

( MORE)



PRESI DENT ( CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
Try to reach himover at the U N
He seens to be spending a | ot of
time there lately.

The President hangs up the phone.

Cl A DI RECTOR
W believe they have succeeded in
devel opi ng a bonb.

PRESI DENT
A bomb. As in..

Cl A DI RECTOR
Yes.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Any idea how big it m ght be?

Cl A DI RECTOR
Qur INMVA teamthinks it's in the
kil oton range, probably about 30 or
40 kil otons, fromthe anmount of
radi ati on we're seeing.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
That's twice as big as either
Hi roshi ma or Nagasaki, M. President.
Those were only 15 to 20 kil otons.

PRESI DENT
(sharply)
| know that. | did take history in
hi gh school. When they actually
taught history in high school.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
(to the CIA Director)
But they don't have a neans of
l aunching it, right?

Cl A DI RECTOR
Doesn't | ook |ike they plan to | aunch
it. They're noving it south, by
flatbed truck

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
So what? Do they think they're going
to just drive it all the way to Seoul ?
| f that thing crosses the border, ny
men wil |

59.
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PRESI DENT
Your men will do what | tell themto
do. They haven't crossed the border
yet, and until they do, we wll
continue to nonitor the situation
Cl osel y.

Cl A DI RECTOR

We have one of our black satellites
i n geosynchronous orbit in the area.
|"ve already told our INWVA teamto
keep a close eye on that radiation
signature, and notify nme imedi ately
when it gets within 20 mles of the
bor der.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
If it's 40 kilotons, nearly everything
within that 20 mle radius wll be
destroyed. The radiation would be
deadly for about a thirty mle radius.

PRESI DENT
Keep an eye on it. A sharp eye. |
want to know where that thing is at
every monent. If it gets
within...five mles of the border..

The President | ooks at the Secretary of Defense

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes, M. President?

PRESI DENT
Cancel Yellow Veil. W're on high
alert as of this nonent.
W won't initiate anything.

But...if your nmen witness a hostile
act...l amauthorizing themto return
fire.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes, Sir, M. President.

EXT. DI RT ROAD, NORTH KOREA -- DAY

In a cloud of dust, an old 1950's era flatbed truck heads
down the road. In the bed of the truck is sonething |arge,
covered by a canvas tarp.

EXT. Al RPLANE FLYI NG ABOVE LOS ANGELES AREA -- DAY
Rick Dean is flying his sane pattern over the greater Los

Angel es area. Wen he reaches the Studio City area this
tinme, he drops to a |ower altitude
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I NT. RICK S Al RPLANE

Ri ck | ooks through his binoculars at several notion picture
studio | ots.

EXT. STUDI O LOT -- CONTI NUOUS

On one of the studio back lots, a filmcrewis trying to get
a shot on a Western set. The

SOUND of Rick Dean's overhead PLANE
Interrupts the shot

DI RECTOR
Cut! Cut! Sonebody tell that damm
pilot we're trying to filma novie
down here!

EXT. R CK' S Al RPLANE

Rick's plane returns to it's cruising altitude, and again
heads south, along the coastline, over the beaches.

EXT. PENTAGON -- AFTERNOON
Meanwhi | e, back at the Pentagon
| NT. MARI A KNAPP' S PENTAGON OFFI CE

Maria is at her desk. She's studying satellite imagery of

t he Korean peninsula on her conputer screen. The borders of
both North and South Korea are clearly visible, as is an

om nous BLIP near the southern edge of North Korea.

Maria stands up and announces to the I NWA team nenbers in
the I arge room

MARI A KNAPP
K, guys. | think it's tinme we nove
to the operations room

Hal f a dozen people energe fromtheir cubicles. Al of them
head to the back of the | arge room

There, Maria renoves a brass key from around her neck. She
uses the key to unlock a hidden panel in the wall. A security
pad is revealed, and Maria enters the secret code.

A section of the wall slides back, revealing an el evator
door. The el evator door opens. The INWA team nenbers al
crowd into the elevator. The door closes, and the secret
panel closes, returning the wall to it's indistinctive
appear ance.
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| NT. ELEVATOR

The I NWA team nenbers face the door, and patiently wait, as
the el evator nmakes it's descent.

SOUND of an anonynous FART

| N\\A TEAM
(collectively)
A

One anonynmous woman's voice identifies the culprit

KI M
(hi dden anong the
t ean
Jeez, Bob. You had to have onions
wi th your lunch again?

Monments | ater, the el evator door opens, revealing a | arge
OPERATI ONS ROOM fully outfitted with |arge wall display
screens that nonitor the world and give instant feedback to
the I NWA t eam

I NT. | NMA OPERATI ONS ROOM

The teamexits the elevator, and the nenbers find their
i ndi vidual duty stations in the room Maria finds her desk,
and enters a code on the conputer there.

One of the large wall screens changes, and displays the sane
map of the Korean peninsula that was on her office conputer
The om nous BLIP is still there, slightly closer to the |ine
that is the border between the two Koreas.

EXT. DI RT ROAD, NORTH KOREA -- DAY

The old flatbed truck sl ows down, and turns up a dirt path.
The truck nmakes it's way slowly up the dirt path, to the top
of a very high hill.

H LLTOP

The hill overl ooks the North Korean border with South Korea,
several mles distant. FOUR NORTH KOREAN ARMY SCLDI ERS get
out of the truck. One of the soldiers has a pair of

bi nocul ars. He | ooks south through his binoculars, toward
t he border.

NORTH KOREAN SCLDIER S P. O V.

The sol dier can plainly see Anmerican mlitary forces noving

al ong the border. Trucks, tanks, jeeps, Hummv's, arnored
personnel carriers, even artillery pieces. He zoons in, as

he spots an eneny Anerican sol dier |ooking back at himthrough
bi nocul ars of his own.
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FULL SHOT HI LLTOP

The four North Korean sol diers grab shovels fromthe back of
their flatbed truck. They begin to dig a | arge hol e, near
the edge of the hilltop that is closest to the distant border.

I NT. | NVWA OPERATI ONS ROOM -- LATER

The I nternational Nuclear Wapons Assessnent teamis busy at
work, nonitoring the data comng in fromall over the world.

Maria is focused on the images fromthe Korean peninsul a.

MARI A KNAPP
Kim Can you take a | ook at the Sat
B412 images and tell nme what you
thi nk? Looks like that thing's
st opped noving to ne.

KIMWLLE (36), voluptuous, one of the |INWA nenbers, cones
over to Maria's console and peers over Maria' s shoul der.

KIM
Show ne a tine |apse fromthe | ast
four hours.

The sanme i mages show up on both Maria's conputer and the

| arge wall screen. They show the sane basic satellite image,
wi th the om nous BLIP remaining stationary over the tine

| apse images. But that's the only thing that stays

not i onl ess.

Also visible on the images are arned forces novenents, on
both sides of the border. Both sides appear to be noving
men and equi pnent closer to the border.

KIM
|'d say sonmebody is trying to start
a war.

MARI A KNAPP

| hope those guys renenber to think
before they do sonething stupid.

KI M
Per-positioning an atom c bonb isn't
exactly thinking with a rational
m nd.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE BRI EFI NG ROOM - - LATER

The national security teamis back in the briefing room
with the President.

PRESI DENT
They' ve done what ?



Cl A DI RECTOR
My INWA team says it |ooks |ike
t hey' ve per-positioned that device,
about two mles north of the border.

The President |ooks directly at the Secretary of Defense,
pointing a finger at the Secretary to enphasize his point.

PRESI DENT
You nake damm sure your comranders
inthe field know that thing is out
t here.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
And we know the Korean President is
crazy enough to use it, too.

PRESI DENT
Right. That s.o0.b. is a lunatic.
How he ever got that job is beyond
ne.

Cl A DI RECTOR
He was el ected, sane as you were.

PRESI DENT
Bullshit. That wasn't a fair
election. It was rigged, and

everybody knows it.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Qur boys know what they're up against.
We can handle it.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
| f they set that thing off, your nen
won't be able to handl e anyt hi ng.
They' || be vaporized at that range.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
W can handle it.

I NT. LEE' S OFFI CE
Lee is on the phone.

LEE THOVAS
Yes, operator. The INWA team offi ces.
| know there's no answer there.
Can you please connect nme with their
operations center?
Yes. As | said, |I'm Congressman
Geen's A A, Lee Lee. I'mcalling
from Congressman Green's office.
VWhat do you nean, no calls accepted?
No. No. No.

( MORE)
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LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Thank you, operator, you've been
nost hel pful.

Frustrated, Lee hangs up the phone. He sits there for a
few seconds, staring at the phone. He turns his head
slightly, and | ooks at MARIA'S PICTURE, in a franme on the
corner of his desk

EXT. LEE THOVAS' S DRI VEVWAY -- EVEN NG

Lee pulls into his driveway, and slowy gets out of his SUV.
Tired, he shuffles hinself into his townhouse.

I NT. LEE'S LIVING ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Lee enters. He closes the front door. He grabs a renote
control and turns on his tv, tuned to the Fox News Channel.
The station is in comercial break.

Lee checks his answering machi ne for nessages.
ANSVEERI NG MACHI NE
(comput er voi ce)
You have one nessage. Message one.

MARI A KNAPP (V. O.)

H Lee. | won't be hone tonight.
That's all | can say for now.
| | ove you.

ANSVEERI NG MACHI NE
End of nessages.

Lee opens his refrigerator door...and just stares blankly at
the contents inside. After a few seconds, he closes the
door. He wal ks slowy down the hallway, and di sappears into
a room

The sound of RUNNI NG WATER is heard, com ng fromthat room
t he bat hroom

The tv resunmes news programmng. Unable to see the screen,
we only hear the audio.

TV ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
This is a Fox News breaking event.

DONNA FI DUCI A (V. Q)
Fox News. | ' m Donna Fi duci a.
This just in to the Fox News desk.
Nort h Korean forces have crossed the
border into South Korea, in what
sources are calling a nmassive human
wave attack
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Lee nearly runs out of the bathroom into the living room
dressed in only his underwear. He has a towel draped around
hi s neck.

On television, stock footage of mlitary maneuvers i s shown.

DONNA FIDUCI A (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Initial estimtes say nore than
100, 000 North Korean troops have
crossed the border, clashing with
conbi ned forces from South Korea and
U S. forces patrolling the border
area. Both sides sustained heavy
casual ti es.

The tel evision image changes to a head shot of the news
reporter.

DONNA FI DUCI A ( CONT' D)
W will continue to nonitor this
event, and we hope to bring you a
live report fromthe area soon.
Stay tuned to Fox News Channel .

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
This has been a Fox News speci al
report.

LEE THOVAS
It's start ed.

EXT. KOREAN BATTLEFI ELD -- DAY

A MONTACE of images fromthe battlefield, show ng heavy
fighting.

The North Koreans advancing in massive human wave attacks.
Smal | pockets of American soldiers returning fire, now ng
down wave after wave of North Korean sol diers.

Anmeri cans taking casualties.

Artillery fire from both sides.

In one Anerican foxhole, between bursts of gunfire, a soldier
radi os for help.

AVERI CAN SOLDI ER
(into radio)
They just keep com ng. Wave after
wave. We're running short on ammo.
Request re-supply.

COVMANDER (V. Q.)
(voi ce on radio)
Negative. Cannot re-supply at this
time. Oders are to pull back to
def ensi ve positions.
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AVERI CAN SCLDI ER
Roger. CQut.
(shouting to his
conr ades)
C nmon, guys. We've been ordered to
pul | back.

Si mul t aneousl y, several Anerican soldiers energe fromtheir
foxhol es, and stage a retreat backward, firing at the
advancing North Korean forces as they pull back.

The Anmerican Commander's voi ce crackles over the radio.

COVMANDER (V. Q.)
Al units. Pull back to defensive
position Echo. | repeat, Echo.
Let's let Arty earn his pay today.

The battlefield that was just vacated by the American forces
begins to be overrun by North Korean forces.

The WHOWP WHOWP VWHOWP of artillery shells being fired is
heard. Seconds |ater, the battlefield erupts in expl osions
as the artillery shells burst on inpact.

Bodies litter the snoking | andscape.

A | oad CHEER erupts fromthe Anerican forces. Tasting
victory, the Anmericans |aunch a counter-attack.

COMVANDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
K nen. That took the fight out of
"em Let's hit 'em back, hard.
Make 'em know they just tried fucking
with Uncle Sam and his boys.

The American forces |launch their counter-offensive, as
everything fromfoot soldiers to tanks and arnored personnel
carriers advance slowy but steadily northward. They run
over eneny bodies en route, and even run right over eneny
sol diers taking cover in fox hol es.

The Anerican forces advance, and cross the border, into North
Korean territory.

Over the radi o, one soldier asks a question of his commander.

ANONYMOUS SOLDI ER (V. Q)
We just crossed the border, Sir.
How far we goin'?

COMMANDER (V. Q)
Keep going until you're ordered to
st op.
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I NT. | NVWA OPERATI ONS ROOM -- MOMVENTS LATER

The teamis still nonitoring satellite imagery fromthe Korean
peni nsul a.
KI M
Qur forces just crossed into North
Kor ea.
MARI A KNAPP
Don't they know what's waiting for
t henf
KI M
Guess sonebody didn't get the word
in tine.
MARI A KNAPP
O they just don't care.
KI M
|'d care about an atom c bonb waiting
to go off.
MARI A KNAPP
But you're not a general. Sone of

t hose guys think they're on a holy
crusade of their own.

KI M
Why does everyone al ways think God
is on their side?

EXT. KOREAN BATTLEFI ELD -- CONTI NUQUS

The American forces are advancing, nore rapidly now The
North Korean forces are in full retreat.

COMMVANDER (V. Q)
Pour it on, boys! W got 'emon the

run now Lookit those little conmm e
bast ards run!

The North Korean forces pull back. One squad splits off,
and heads for the hilltop.

H LLTOP

In mnutes, they're in position. They |ook out over the
advanci ng Anerican forces.

FULL SHOT KOREAN BATTLEFI ELD
A FLASH of DbRILLI ANT WHI TE LI GHT

Instantly, the battlefield is engulfed in an atom c bl ast.
Men briefly turn to x-ray inmages of thenselves, before being
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vaporized. Vehicles, people, the land, everything is bl own
away.

A telltale nmushroom cloud begins to rise over the battlefield.
I NT. | NVA OPERATI ONS ROOM - - MOMENTS LATER

The BLIP of an image on the wall screen suddenly bursts into
a much larger circle of white |ight.

MARI A KNAPP
Oh God!

KIM
They set it off. Those crazy bastards
actually set it off.

Kimand Maria | ook at one anot her, dunbfounded. They both
begin to cry.

| NT. WH TE HOUSE BRI EFI NG ROOM - - MOVENTS LATER
The npbod in the roomis subdued.

Cl A DI RECTOR
M. President. They set it off.

PRESI DENT
How bad did we get hit?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Not as bad as it could have been,
M. President. W estimate out | osses
at about 12, 000.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
12,000 nen vaporized in an instant.
And you said you could handle it?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
We still have over 20,000 nen on the
Korean peninsula. They're ready to
go, M. President, just give the
word. We'll march right into Pyong
Yang and

PRESI DENT

No. We are not going to try to
overrun North Korea with 20, 000 nen.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President

PRESI DENT
No.

An unconfortabl e nonent of sil ence.
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
You know, we do have a coupl e weapons
of our own. W could use 'em instead
of just letting themsit around.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Are you suggesting nucl ear
retaliation?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes | am

PRESI| DENT
No. | won't order that. No.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
But M. President...

PRESI DENT
| said no. No.

| NT. SMALL HOUSE, M DDLE EAST TOWN -- DAY
Qur Mddle Eastern terrorists are quite happy.

NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2
12,000 infidels vaporized. Allah
w Il be pleased.

NEFARI QUS- LOCKI NG MAN #1
That is only a taste of what the
Anmerican dogs are in for. The tine
has arrived. Send word to our agents.
The wi nds of Mohammed shal | bl ow.

NEFARI OQUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2
The wi nds of Mohammed shall bl ow

I NT. RI CK DEAN S CONDO -- DAY

Ri ck comes home and checks his answering machi ne. A voice
with a thick accent tells him

NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MAN #2 (V. Q)
The wi nds of Mohammed shal |l bl ow.

Rl CK DEAN
The wi nds of Mhanmed shall bl ow.
Al | ah be prai sed.

| NT. LEE THOVAS S TOANHOUSE, LI VI NG ROOM -- N GHT
Lee and Maria are |aying on the ouch together. 1In the

background, an old novie, Dr. Strangelove, is playing on the
tv.



She gi ves

Maria gets up, and reaches her hand toward Lee.

MARI A KNAPP
| don't know about you, but |'ve had
a long week. These |last three days
have been a ni ght mare.

LEE THOVAS
No argunment here. That Korean
i ncident has this whole town going
batty these days.

MARI A KNAPP
Korean "incident?" Lee, they set
off an atom c¢ bonmb and killed 12, 000
Aneri cans.

LEE THOVAS
|"mjust glad they did it over there,
and not here.

MARI A KNAPP
Al ways seeing the bright side, huh?

LEE THOVAS
Whenever possible, yes.

MARI A KNAPP
And how di d you renenber Dr.
Strangel ove was ny favorite novie?

LEE THOVAS
| renmenber everything you tell ne.
Your favorite color is blue, the
deep blue of the Cari bbean. Your
favorite flavor is chocol ate.

MARI A KNAPP
That's not a hard one to renmenber.
| think nost wonen would tell you
t hat one.

LEE THOVAS
You liked it in Wsconsin, but not
the winters. And even though | |ove

going to Disney Wrld, you stil

don't appreciate it. You just cone
with to enjoy the Florida sun. And
t he ocean when we go to Cocoa Beach

MARI A KNAPP
Speaki ng of Cocoa Beach. .

Lee a m schi evous | ook.

LEE THOVAS
Oh, you're a bad girl.

71.
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MARI A KNAPP
Care to join ne?

LEE THOVAS
You don't have to ask ne tw ce.

Lee playfully chases nmaria down the hallway. On the tv,
SlimPickens is riding his ICBMto earth.

I NT. LEE'S BATHROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

There is a large hot tub in the corner of the bathroom Lee
and Maria are relaxing in the tub, as the water and soap
suds bubbl e around them

MARI A KNAPP
Mm this is nice.

LEE THOVAS
I|"mglad you like it.

MARI A KNAPP
| like this, too.

Maria begins to get playful.

LEE THOVAS
You do, huh? Two can play at that
gane.

Maria and Lee start to splash around in the hot tub, as they
tickle and tease one another. It doesn't take |ong before
they are making love in the bubbling water.

| NT. VWH TE HOUSE BRI EFI NG ROOM - - MORNI NG
The national security team has a new problemthis norning.

PRESI DENT
kay. Wiat's so God dammed i nport ant
that we had to cone in at 5 am?

Cl A DI RECTOR
M. President, please listen to this.

The CI A director plays an audi o tape.

NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MAN #1 (V. Q)

| amthe Messenger of Mohanmmed. The
United States infidels continue to
spread their reign of terror
t hroughout the Islam c world.
They insist on establishing col onies
in the Mddle East, colonies that
practice their unholy lifestyles in
direct defiance of Allah's strict

( MORE)
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NEFARI QUS- LOOKI NG MAN #1 (V. Q) (CONT' D)
commandnent s.
The corrupt American lifestyle is
corrupting our wonen and condemi ng
our children to the fiery depths of
Hell for all eternity.
Qur warnings to the United States to
halt their aggression in the region
have gone unheeded for too many years.
Now, we are forced to defend
oursel ves, our way of life, our very
soul s.
We issue this |ast warning.
America nmust w thdraw conpl etely
fromall activities in Miusliml ands.
America must recall it's mlitary
forces at once. All Anerican
busi nesses nust cease their corrupting
activities in Mislimlands.
Heed ny words.
The Federation of Islamc Republics
will not sit idly by while Amrerica
continues it's hostile actions in
the region. Wthdraw your forces
fromour lands, or we wll be forced
to strike you with a force 1,000
tinmes greater than that which we
used to destroy your nonunents to
capitalism The wi nds of Mhamred
shall bl ow, and you shall know the
word of Allah. Allah akbar.

rector shuts off the tape.

PRESI DENT
Expl ain that.

Cl A DI RECTOR
That tape was broadcast over
Al Jazeera television six hours ago.

PRESI DENT
Any idea where it canme fron?

Cl A DI RECTOR
Thi s appears to be a new group.
Thi s Messenger of Mhamed sounds
i ke the sane voice that clained
credit for the original attack on
the Trade Center in '93.

PRESI DENT
What about this, what did he cal
it, the Federation of Islanmc
Republ i cs?



NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
It would appear that there is sone
sort of alliance form ng between ten
predom nantly Miuslimcountries, five
in the Mddle East and five forner
Sovi et Republics.
lran, Iraq, Syria, Oman, Yenen, and
t he Republics of Turkneni stan,
Uzbeki st an, Taji kistan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Azerbaij an.

PRESI DENT
Why does every country over there
have to call itself something-istan?

Do we have a map of the area?

The Secretary of Defense unrolls a |large map on the table.
The naned countries are highlighted.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
We've outlined the countries on this
map, M. President.

PRESI DENT
Have we contacted the anbassadors of
t hese countri es?

Cl A DI RECTOR
The Secretary of State was notified
of this a few hours ago. He is in
the process of contacting the | ast
of the anbassadors. So far, they
have all denied know edge of any new
alliance or federation.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
They cl ai mthey' ve never heard of
this Messenger of Mhammed fell ow
Personally, | don't trust the |lying
sons of bitches.

PRESI DENT
That's why | didn't pick you for
St at e.
What was that last thing the nessage
sai d, sonethi ng about w nds of
Mohamred. What do you make of that?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
We...think they mght be referring
to nucl ear.

PRESI DENT
What ?  You nean they m ght have a
bonb?
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Cl A DI RECTOR
It...mght be a possibility, Sir.

PRESI DENT
Can we detect sonething like that?
What about delivery systens? |
suppose they have that, too?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President. The Koreans showed
us what they could do without a
delivery system

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
If they tried that here ny nen woul d

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Your men would neet with the sanme
fate here as they did in Korea.
Along with innocent civilians, too.

PRESI DENT
Could we detect it if they had one?

The question hangs in the air, for what seens |ike an
eternity.

Cl A DI RECTOR
The best | can say is maybe.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President. The arnmed forces of
the United States stand ready to
defend this country, no matter what
t he cost.

PRESI DENT
| just pray the cost won't be too
hi gh.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Freedomis never free, M. President.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Wul d you pl ease stop with the
recruiting rhetoric.

PRESI DENT
WIIl you two please stop your little
feud. God, you' re worse than ny

ki ds.
NATI ONAL SECURI TY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
ADVI SOR Il wll if she will.

I will if he will.
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The President just |ooks at them sternly, and shakes his
head.

PRESI DENT
Let our people know, we are not
wi t hdrawi ng any troops from any
depl oynents. Anerica has given her
word to stand for Liberty throughout
the world. We will not break that
prom se. Anmerica does not bow to
t hreats.

I NT. LEE'S OFFI CE -- AFTERNOON
Lee is typing on his conputer. Brenda appears in the doorway.

BRENDA
Are you working on Mark's fl oor speech
for tonorrow?

LEE THOVAS
Yeah. What's another word for
al | egi ance?

BRENDA
St eadf astness. Fidelity. Loyalty.

LEE THOVAS
Loyalty works. Thanks.

BRENDA
Lee. Do you think that nessage from
that terrorist was real? They
couldn't really hit us with a nucl ear
bonmb, could they?

LEE THOVAS
Well, it's possible, | guess. W
don't have the space shield working
yet, so a mssile could get through.

BRENDA
But | thought the latest intel says
they don't have m ssile technol ogy?

LEE THOVAS
That's right. You been reading
classified reports again, Brenda?

BRENDA
A gal's gotta do sonething to keep
busy around here. But what about
t hose suitcase nukes? Can't they
just snmuggle one of themin and set
it off?
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You' ve been watching too many novies
again. The likelihood of that
happening is renpte, at best.

BRENDA
So | shouldn't worry about it?

LEE THOVAS
VWat's there to worry about? If it
hits, you won't have anything to
worry about. We'Ill all be vaporized
inamllisecond. No tinme to worry.

Brenda is truly relieved. She cones over and gives Lee a
bi g hug.

BRENDA
Ch, thank you. | was so worri ed.

Brenda steps back.
BRENDA ( CONT' D)

"1l sleep much better tonight,
knowi ng t hat.

LEE THOVAS
After that hug, I"'mnot sure I'll be
able to sleep tonight.

BRENDA
Like I told you before, I'll be happy
to come over any tine.

LEE THOVAS
| don't think Maria woul d appreciate

t hat .
Wth a sheepish grin

LEE THOVAS ( CONT' D)
But I'lIl ask her.

BRENDA
Do that.
You going to watch the President's
address toni ght?

LEE THOVAS
Yeah. It's part of the job.

BRENDA
|"mcurious to hear what he's going
to say about that tape fromA Jazeera

7.
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LEE THOVAS
| thought you were reading the
briefings. He's said we're not
pul i ng out, not backi ng down
anywher e.

BRENDA
Good. | never liked it when Anerica
tucked her tail between her |egs and
went hone early, before the fight
was fi ni shed.

LEE THOVAS
| think a | ot of people share your
sentinents.

BRENDA
Back to work. See you later.

Brenda | eaves. Lee resunes his typing.

LEE THOVAS
Let's see.
...we nust not fear. W nmust not
falter. W nust not fail.

I NT. LEE THOVAS' S TOWNHOUSE, LI VI NG ROOM -- EVEN NG

Lee and Maria are laying on the couch, snuggled in one
another's arns. The tv is on, but nuted.

MARI A KNAPP
And how was your day? Anything fun
happen at the office?

LEE THOVAS
Well...now that you nentioned it...
MARI A KNAPP
Yes? \hat?

LEE THOVAS
Brenda was feeling kind of scared.
Wrried. | told her not to worry

about anything. She cane over and
gave ne a bi g hug.

MARI A KNAPP
"1l bet you loved that. | always
t hought you two had sonet hi ng goi ng
on.

LEE THOVAS

Oh, we flirt back and forth all the
time. But we've never acted on it.
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MARI A KNAPP
Wul d you want to?

LEE THOVAS
No. Well, maybe. If | didn't have
you.

MARI A KNAPP

Maybe you should invite her over
some eveni ng.

LEE THOVAS
Are you serious?

MARI A KNAPP
Sure. Wiy not. | think it would be
fun. She's a beautiful woman.

LEE THOVAS
No argunents there. Really?

MARI A KNAPP
Sure. She can cook, right?

LEE THOVAS
| don't think she ever has to do
much cooking. Okay. 1'll see what
she thinks of it. Just for dinner,
right?

MARI A KNAPP
Di nner? Right. Just dinner.

LEE THOVAS
You know, you are a naughty woman,
Mar i a.

MARI A KNAPP
Hee hee hee. | know.

LEE THOVAS
Shhh. The President's com ng on.

Lee points the renote at the tv. The audi o cones up.
FULL SHOT TELEVI SI ON | MAGE

The Presidential Seal fills the screen. It is replaced by a
shot of the Presidential podium

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Ladi es and Gentl enen, the President
of the United States.

The President takes his place at the podi um
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PRESI DENT
Good eveni ng.
Thirty days ago, Anerican arned
forces, while defending the Liberty
of the Republic of Korea, were
savagely and deliberately attacked
by forces fromthe Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea. This attack by
the North Koreans was successfully
repel led, but the price we paid was
the | oss of some 12,000 of our brave
young nen and wonen.
The North Koreans detonated a snal
atom c device, two mles inside their
own border, in a cowardly display of
their governnment's disregard for
human life. We are pursuing every
means of Justice for that cowardly
act, and we will see Justice served.
Two weeks ago, the self-proclainmed
Messenger of Mbhammed broadcast a
message on Al Jazeera tel evision,
threatening to strike the United
States if we did not w thdraw our
armed forces fromthe M ddl e East.
Let nme assure you, the Anerican
Peopl e, we have no intention of doing
that. Anerica does not bow to
t hreats.
My national security team has assured
me that Anerica's defensive capacity
is nore than ready and able to defend
us agai nst any such threats.
Pl ease join nme tonight, and pray for
the safety of our nmen and wonen in
uniform the nmen and wonen who stand
ready to defend us fromevil.
America will not bow to terrorist
threats. Anerica has given her word
to stand for Liberty throughout the
world. We will not break that
prom se.

NG ROOM - - PREVI QUS SCENE

LEE THOVAS
| think we're going to be putting in
sone | ong days at work from now on.
| hear he says he's taking the kid
gl oves of f next time.

MARI A KNAPP
Guess we better enjoy our tinme away
fromthe office then

LEE THOVAS
You just can't get enough, can you?
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MARI A KNAPP
VWhat can | say?

LEE THOVAS
C nere, you.

I NT. RICK DEAN S CONDO -- MORNI NG

Rick is kneeling on his prayer mat, chanting his norning
devoti ons.

When he is finished, he gets up, and carefully rolls up his
mat and puts the mat away in a corner, Rick then gets hinself
a glass of water. He drinks the water, then notices a Pl CTURE
on his counter. The picture is of an elderly woman.

A tear runs down Rick's cheek

Rl CK DEAN
Forgive nme, Mdther. | nust obey the
will of Allah.

EXT. R CK DEAN S CONDO -- MOMENTS LATER

Ri ck wal ks out of his condo, carrying sonething large in his
arns. The object is wapped in a beach towel. Wen Rick
reaches his parked Mustang, he sets the object down, while
he opens his trunk.

A gust of wind blows the towel aside, revealing a device
that seens to be an atom c bonb, the sanme bonb that was
assenbled by the Mddle Eastern terrorists in Yenen.

Ri ck quickly grabs the towel, and covers the bonb. He | oads
it into his trunk, and closes the trunk lid. R ck clinbs
into his Mustang, backs out of his driveway, and heads down
t he road.

EXT. LONG BEACH Al RPORT -- LATER

Rick stops at the security gate. A SECURI TY OFFI CER
recogni zes him

Al RPORT SECURI TY GUARD
g, M. Dean. Fine norning for

Rl CK DEAN
It certainly is, John.

Al RPORT SECURI TY GUARD
Just need to sign you in.

The security guard hands R ck a clipboard, wth official
papers. Rick signs the top paper, and hands the clipboard
back to the security officer
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Al RPORT SECURI TY GUARD
Thank you, M. Dean. You have a
safe flight.

Rl CK DEAN
WIll do, John. Thanks.

Al RPORT SECURI TY GUARD
See you | ater.

Rick drives past the security gate, and pulls right up next
to his parked pl ane.

Rick gets out of his Mustang, and opens the trunk. He | oads
the towel -covered bonb into his plane, and cl oses the trunk
lid of his car. He takes a minute to put the top up on his
car, and roll up all the windows. He |ocks his car, and
clinbs into his plane.

I NT. RICK S Al RPLANE

Rick starts the plane's engine. He goes through the safety
check list, then revs the throttle.

EXT. LONG BEACH Al RPORT

Rick's plane taxis out to the runway. He calls the control
tower for clearance.

I NT. RICK S Al RPLANE

Rl CK DEAN
Daugherty Field, this is Cessna 9200,
requesting cl earance.

CONTROL TOWER (V. Q)
Roger Cessna 9200. You taking anot her
pl easure crui se around the area,
Ri ck?

Rl CK DEAN
Roger, control. How s traffic today.

CONTROL TONER (V. Q)
Ki nda heavy, Rick. Be sure to watch
your altitude and |ocation up there

t oday.

Rl CK DEAN
Roger. WII| observe the 10, 000 f oot
rul e.

CONTROL TONER (V. Q)
Cessna 9200, you are clear for take-
off. Runway 12/30. Have a good
flight, Rick
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Rl CK DEAN
Runway 12/30. Roger control

EXT. LONG BEACH Al RPORT

Rick's plane taxis down the runway. Wthin seconds, he's
ai r bor ne.

EXT. RICK' S Al RPLANE

Rick flies his usual route. He heads east, toward D sneyl and.
Using the castle as his reference point, R ck banks the plane
| eft, and heads nort hwest.

Rick follows his usual route, banking | eft again once he's
reached the Studio City area. Only this tine, he doesn't go
all the way to the coast. He turns south, staying inland as
he flies sout hward.

| NT. RICK' S Al RPLANE
He sets the auto pilot.

Rl CK DEAN
Altinmeter 5,000 feet. Course 180
degr ees.

Rick activates the auto pilot, and clinbs into the rear of
the plane. There he goes about arm ng the bonb. He sets
the timer for 30 seconds. He activates it, and it begins to
count down. 30. 29. 28. 27

Rick clinmbs back into the pilot's seat, and turns off the
auto pilot.

Rl CK DEAN
Al'l ah akbar. Allah akbar. Allah
akbar. Allah akbar....

EXT. LOS ANGELES NEI GHBORHOOD STREET

An elderly couple is cruising slowy down the street in their
antique 1950 convertible. The have an oldies radio station
tuned in, listening to the

Song: We'll Meet Again by Vera Lynn, from 1939.

Ri ck's plane can be seen in the sky overhead. Seconds |ater,
it turns into a flash of brilliant white light, as the nuclear
bonb onboard detonates over the skies of Los Angel es.

The elderly couple nonentarily turns into an x-ray inage of
t hensel ves, before they are vaporized, along with nore than
a mllion of their Los Angel es nei ghbors.
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EXT. LOS ANGELES SKYLI NE -- CONTI NUOUS

A telltale nmushroom cl oud begins to rise over the still
boiling | andscape that seconds earlier was downtown Los
Angel es.

| NT. WH TE HOUSE BRI EFI NG ROOM - - LATER
A sonmber nood cl ouds the room

PRESI DENT
They hit Los Angel es.

Cl A DI RECTOR
W' ve received anot her tape.

PRESI DENT
Ch, good. What's on this one?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
They claimto have planted simlar
nucl ear devices in five additional
US cities.

PRESI| DENT
VWher e?

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
New Yor k, Washi ngton, Boston,
Seattl e, and Chicago.

PRESI DENT
Do we have confirmati on?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Now t hat we know where to | ook, we
can detect them yes.

PRESI DENT
But do we have confirmati on?

Cl A DI RECTOR
My people are already working on it.
We think we've already | ocated three
of them

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
And that information is being
coordinated with our people in the
field. W have teans on their way
to all five cities.

PRESI DENT
What about Los Angel es?



NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President, there's nothing we
can do for Los Angeles. That
expl osi on | evel ed nost of the downt own
area, and the radiation either has

or will kill everything wthin a
forty mle radius. The fallout
downwi nd w Il kill thousands nore in

t he next few weeks, or nonths.

PRESI DENT
| suppose a declaration of national
energency is in order. W'Il also

declare the entire Southern California
area a disaster area, nmake it eligible
for federal financial assistance.

Cl A DI RECTOR
M. President, there'll be no one
left there to file for federa
assi st ance.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
Even if they could, out Los Angeles
of fices were destroyed. There's no
one to certify the paperwork
requi renents, either.

PRESI DENT
We have to do sonething to help.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
M. President, there's nothing that
can be done for Los Angel es.

SECRETARY COF DEFENSE
We better focus our attention on
those five cities.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
VWhat about evacuati on?

PRESI DENT
Evacuate? To where? Do you think
all those people, all trying to get
out at the sanme tinme, would be able
to? The traffic janms would trap
nmore than they woul d save.
No, we will concentrate our efforts
on finding those five bonbs, and
neutralizing thembefore it's too
| at e.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
| hope you're right, M. President.
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PRESI DENT
| f you believe in God, start praying.

EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE, WASHI NGTON DC -- DAY

A | arge DELI VERY VAN is parked along the side of the street.
Suddenly, federal agents are swarm ng around the van. Hand
hel d geiger counters are going off. The federal agent | eading
this teamalerts his supervisor by radio.

FEDERAL AGENT
Bl ue team | eader to base. W found
the item Preparing to assess and
neutralize.

FEDERAL SUPERVI SOR (O S.)
(over the radio)
Roger. Use extrene caution.

FEDERAL AGENT
(to hinself)
No shit, Sherl ock.
(to his team
The Boss says we shoul d use caution.
Renmenber that.

The agents open the rear doors of the van. There is a |large
wooden crate inside. On the side of the crate is the word
BALTI MORE stenciled in large black letters.

I NT. I NSIDE THE BACK OF THE DELI VERY VAN

The agents use a crowbar to pry off the crate's lid. Then
they pry away the sides of the crate, revealing another
nucl ear bonmb, with the tinmer counting down, from588. 587.
586.

As the timer continues it's countdown, one agent carries a
smal | tool box to the van and clinbs inside. Once inside,
t he agent opens the tool box and takes out a small wire cutter.

ANGLE ON THE BOVB

The agent reaches for a wire on the bonb. He positions the
wire cutter, and hesitates. He cuts the wire, and the tiner
counts backward even faster. 32. 31. 30. 29. The countdown
i s accel erating.

I n near desperation, the agent prepares to cut another wre.
But which one? The agent noves the wire cutter from one
wire to the next, positioned, but does not cut. 12. 11

10. 9.

In one final notion, the agent selects a wire, hesitates,
and cuts it.
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| NT. WHI TE HOUSE BRI EFI NG ROOM - - LATER
The Secretary of Defense is talking on his cell phone.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Right. You got "emall then? Al
five? Good job. Tell your people
wel | done.

He hangs up the cell phone.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ( CONT' D)
M. President, we got 'emall. Al
five nucl ear bonbs have been found,
and neutralized.

PRESI DENT
Thank God. Good work. By God, good
wor K.

NATI ONAL SECURI TY ADVI SOR
VWhat now, M. President?

PRESI DENT
Now? Now we show t hese bastards and
the rest of the world the price they
will pay for fucking with the United
States of Anerica

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It's about goddammed tine, too.

PRESI DENT
Take it easy. | want to coordinate
this with our allies. And a few of
our enem es, too.
M. Secretary, we do know who's
responsi ble, correct?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes, we did trace the original device
t hrough that damm country.

Cl A Dl RECTCR
W better |let Russia and Chi na know.
And | ndi a and Paki st an, too.

PRESI DENT
| want to personally speak with the
| eaders of the rest of the nuclear
nations. They must know the United
States is not |aunching an attack on
them | want this to be a contained
response. This will not escal ate
out of control.
But know this.

( MORE)
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PRESI DENT ( CONT' D)
|"mtaking the kid gloves off. Now
that we know the country responsi bl e,
tell our people to get out. Al the
way out .

I NT. UNI TED NATI ONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY HALL -- 1 WEEK LATER

The United States Anbassador is addressing the assenbl ed
dignitaries fromthe world community.

U. S. AMBASSADCR
| want to assure ny fell ow del egates
and the rest of the world that the
United States is not engaging in
anot her nucl ear arnms buil dup. |
think we all |earned our |essons
during the Cold War. | know ny
col | eague from Russia shares ny
position, as does ny coll eague from
China on this matter. The United
States will find the crimnals who
attacked Los Angeles. W will find
them and we will bring themto
justice.
| would also |like to announce that |
wi sh to neet privately with the
Mnisters fromthe follow ng countries
i mredi ately after | finish here today.
lran, Iraq, Syria, Oman, Yenen, and
the Republics of Turknenistan,
Uzbeki st an, Taji kistan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Azer baij an.

I NT. UNI TED NATIONS, OFFI CE OF THE UNI TED STATES AMBASSADOR - -
MOVENTS LATER

The Mnisters fromthe ten nations arrive at the office of
the U S. Anbassador.

U S. AMBASSADOR
Gent | enen. Cone in, cone in.

The M nisters enter the office.

U. S. AMBASSADOR ( CONT' D)
My President has asked ne to extend
a personal invitation to each of
you, to join the President aboard
Air Force One, for a tour of the
United States. |If you are agreeable,
we will leave in a few m nutes.

The M nisters are puzzled by this offer, but eagerly accept,
noddi ng their heads in agreenent.
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EXT. ANDREWS Al R FORCE BASE, Al R FORCE ONE -- DAY

A line of black |inpusines arrives at the base, and are
escorted alnost right up to Air Force One.

The M nisters get out of their |inousines, and board Air
Force One.

I NT. AR FORCE ONE -- CONTI NUOUS

The President is onboard, and greets his guests.

PRESI DENT
CGentl enmen. Wl cone aboard. | amso
glad you were able to nake it on
such short notice. If you'll take
your eats, we will be airborne

shortly.
EXT. ANDREWS Al R FORCE BASE, Al R FORCE ONE

Air Force One begins to taxi away. It thunders down the
runway, and is airborne in seconds.

| NT. AIR FORCE ONE -- LATER

The plane flies across Anerica. Cccasionally a Mnister or
two | ooks out the wi ndows, to see sone of America' s natura
wonder s.

Over the intercom the

Song: God Bless Anerica by Ray Charles is playing.

They cross the Appal achians. They cross the M ssi ssippi.
They cross the Rockies. They fly over the Grand canyon.

Mnutes later, they are flying over the devastated | andscape
that once was Los Angeles. The plane circles, giving the
passengers a good view of the devastation.

PRESI DENT
| wanted you Gentlenen to see just
what has happened to nmy country. W
have been attacked. And now we are
pl anni ng our retaliation.

The plane continues it's westward flight, crossing the
Pacific.

Hours later, Air Force One approaches the Korean coastline.
The plane again circles a devastated | andscape, so that the
passengers can get a good | ook.

PRESI| DENT
That, Gentl emen, is what remai ns of
the Korean de-mlitarized zone.
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Air Force One again turns westward, and flies over the Indian
Ccean. Soon, another |and nass appears on the horizon.

PRESI DENT
M . Anbassador. Do you recognize
your country bel ow?

ONE OF THE M NI STERS
Yes, M. President. | recognize it.
That is ny country bel ow.

The President | ooks the Anbassador directly in the eye.

PRESI DENT
Good. | wanted you to be here to
see this, to witness it first hand.
Gentl enmen, ny country has | earned
that the Anbassador's country was
instrunmental in the attacks on the
United States. Hi's country
facilitated the purchase of the
weapons on the black market. They
arranged to snuggl e the weapons into
the United States. And they gave
safe harbor to the crimnal terrorists
who pl anned and coordi nated the
at t acks.
And now, you will be here to w tness
first hand the penalty the
Anmbassador's country will now pay
for their cowardly attacks on the
United States of Anerica.

The President opens a | ocked briefcase. He renoves a seal ed
FLAT PLASTI C PACKAGE, and breaks it open. The President
renoves a CARD fromthe package, and reads the card.

The President then takes a seat at a control panel. He keys
a m crophone.

PRESI DENT
This is Golden Eagle. W are in
position. Red Baron X-ray Yal u.
G oves off. G oves off.
Aut hentication 5-4-2-9-8-7-2.
Execut e.

The President sits back in his chair.

PRESI DENT ( CONT' D)
CGentl enen, | would advise you to
find a pair of sunglasses. In four
mnutes it's going to get pretty
bri ght up here.

In the background, the
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Song: Courtesy of the Red, Wite & Blue by Toby Keith

Begins to play

OQUT THE W NDOW CF AIR FORCE ONE -- FOUR M NUTES LATER

Sl ow noti on

The country visible in the distance is turned into a boiling

caul dron of fire and snoke, as six nearly simultaneous NUCLEAR
EXPLOSI ONS reduce the country's major cities to ashes.

I NT. AR FORCE ONE

The President | ooks at the shocked Mnisters, and inforns
t hem

PRESI DENT
Nobody fucks the United States and
gets away with it!

QUT THE W NDOW OF Al R FORCE ONE

Si x nucl ear nmushroom cl ouds continue to boil and rise high
into the atnosphere.

FADE QOUT:
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